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CHAPTER-1 
INTRODUCTION 
PORTALS 
In response to the information available on the Internet, 
there has been a trend towards portals of various kinds in the 
last few years that help the user to "wade" through the vast 
number of websites available. These resources, whether 
"gateways", "web portals", "portals" or "vortals", all provide a 
single interface from which the user can search either wide 
ranging or more specific topics. Some go further than this to offer 
the user the option to customize or even personalize their own 
page, selecting the types of information they would like 
displayed, such as news, entertainment or weather. More 
specialized still are the institutional portals found in universities, 
libraries or corporations. These are designed to provide users 
with access to more specific information that is available only to 
those within the institution. 
The development of this type o\ resource has also been 
attributed to the human desire to individualize experiences. As 
Andrew K. pace stipulates, "( don't think i fs just information glut 
SJniroou clion 
that has created the demand for personalization: it is a desire to 
set yourself apart from everyone else."^ The latest portal 
incarnation appeared when Yahoolbegan adding popular 
reference data and services stock quotes, news headlines, email, 
bulletin boards, etc to create a true, one stop shop on the web. 
DEFINITIONS OF PORTAL 
There di^e nume'fous po'(\3\ definitions with opinions \jar\i\nq 
considerably about the content, functionality and purpose of a 
portal. 
According to Whatis.com: 
"Portal is a term, generally synonymous with gateway. For 
a World Wide Web (WWW) site that is or proposes to be a major 
starting site for users when they get connected to the web or that 
users tend to visit as an anchor site."^ 
According to Netlingo, the Internet Dictionary 
"A site featuring a suite of commonly used services, 
serving as a starting point and frequent gateway to the web (web 
portal) or a niche topic (vertical portal).^ 
According to Strauss, "A hub from which users can locate all 
the web content they commonly need". ^ 
SJn ir o oil V lio n 
Julie Stuckes defines as, "Tiie mission of a portal is to present 
each user with a tailored view of the information landscape 
surroundings their interests" the most successful portals are able 
to be customized, personalized and are an ever-changing mix of 
news, resources and applications that become the desl<top 
destination for everyone with a common interest".^ 
TYPES OF PORTALS 
Portals are categorized into following types 
Web Portals: There seems to be a general agreement that 
portals on the Internet originated with yahoo, which began as a 
"home brewed lists of favourite links" and developed into a 
directory of websites organized by subject categories. Yahoo 
further widened its scope to include free e-mail and messenger 
services along with news, sport, weather and entertainment 
features and a portal Mv vahoo(www.yahoQ.cQm) which provide 
web users with the option of customizing their own web page. 
Other examples of web portals include Mv 
MSN(www.msn.com) and Excitefwww.excite.comV This type of 
portal is often described as a "horizontal" portal because it 
serves a wide range of users with different interests and needs. 
According to Ali Jafari and Mark Shechan, these types of portal 
"bring a measure of organization to the otherwise chaotic Internet 
ynlroduclion 
and serve as an individual's point of entry into that vast 
information space"'' 
Vortals: Vortal is a word creation, made from vertical and 
portal. A vertical portal is defined as "a web search engine that 
locates very precisely a few web pages of particular interest 
according to the character strings or subject entered as the 
search topic "According to What's, com "a vertical portal 
(sometimes called a vortal) is a website that provides a gateway 
or portal to information related to a particular industry such as 
health care, insurance, automobiles or food manufacturing. Two 
examples of this type of portal are vFoodPortal.com a vortal 
serving the food business and GreatPossibilities.com. a resource 
iox those in construction industry.® 
Scholar's Portal: Scholar's Portal was suggested by 
library faculty member Deborah Holmes Wong for a vertical 
portal facilitating in-depth research and to make sense of the 
web for scholars, including exposing the highest quality, most 
dependable content and permitting cross-collection searching. 
Scholar's portals include features such as virtual reference 
services, shared work places, tools to facilitate scholarly 
publishing, cross-platform access to commercial databases, and 
electronic thesauri adapted to the vocabularies of various 
z>nlro<fuclion 
academic specialities. The scholar's portal would promote the 
development of and provide access to the highest quality content 
on the web. They would facilitate the addition of high-quality 
material by fostering standards, searching across databases, and 
offering a variety of supporting tools,^ 
Children's Portal: The increasing emphasis on electronic 
information has meant that children are becoming familiar with 
computers and Internet at an early age. Children are more easily 
distracted than adults, which means that resources for children 
must maintain a balance between education and fun. Some of 
the well-known web portals provide children's various specifically 
designed for young web searchers. These include Yahooliqans!. 
MSNKidz and Lvcos Zone children's portal tend to have more 
graphic and focus on subject areas of interest to children both for 
educational and entertainment purposes,^° 
Library Portals: Library portals are important vehicles by 
which to support the information needs and uses of library 
patrons. These systems provide users with convenient, 
personalized web-based access to a comprehensive collection oi 
information resources of relevance and authority. Moreover, 
library portals support a broad range oi information seeking 
BcWWi from browsing {Q search, provide mechanisms for 
^yn/roduc/iofi 
communication and collaboration and facilitate knowledge 
creation and sharing all through a usable, intuitive interface In 
academic institutions, the UbrafY podal may be a module of the 
Wider campus or institutional portal. Examples of important 
library portals are Internet Library for Librarians 
(http://itcompany.com/inforetriever/), Internet Public Library 
services ^or Librarians (www.pl.org) etc " 
Corporate Portals: In the corporate sector, there is an 
increasing interest in portal software application or "enterprise 
portals" which offer a way of integrating internal mformation from 
various sources to give employees access to the resources they 
require, including databases, employment status and other 
company data, all from a single interface. Users have the option 
to customize and personalize their own page.^^ 
Subject Gateways: Subject Gateways are Internet based 
services designed to help users locate high quality mformation 
that IS available on the Internet. They are typically databases of 
detailed metadata records, which describe Internet resources 
and offer a hyperlink to the resources. A subject gateway, in the 
context of network based resource access, can be defined as 
some facility that allows easier access to network based 
resources in a defined subject area. They offer the user an 
6 
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alternative to the generalized approach of search engines. 
Examples of subject gateways are SOSIG (www,sosig.ac.uk), 
OMNI (http://omni.ac.uk)^^ 
LIBRARY PORTALS 
Library portals are a subset of web portals and serve 
specific academic research communities. They typically provide 
a gateway to an institution's resources by listing them for users 
and creating a direct link to the native interface of each resource. 
Such listings are available on most library web sites today, 
although many sites provide only alphabetic listings; some sites 
though few-do provide resource discovery facilities to help users 
identify the most appropriate resources for their searches. 
With the growing acceptance of web portals on university 
campuses, many libraries are considering building library portals 
to make their collection accessible to users who export all 
knowledge to be obtainable with just a few clicks from inside a 
web browser. The library portal represents a fundamental change 
in library service; Instead of physically going to the library in 
order to locate library materials, information can now be 
delivered directly to the user's desktop.^'* 
As Mary E. Jackson stipulates, "Libraries must gear up io 
provide a competing level of convenience while retaining the 
^niroddciion 
authority and quality of information delivery for which they have 
been traditionally known.^^ 
DEFINITIONS: 
Library portals are searchable, browsable and customizable 
presentation of library valued electronic resources. Information 
needs and uses of library patrons can be well supported by 
library portals as they provide users with convenient, customized 
web-based access to a comprehensive collection of resources Q\ 
relevance and authority. Library portals enhance the value of 
electronic resources with functions such as resource description 
and discovery, combined searching of multiple resources, 
context sensitive linking, and personalized services.^^ 
There is no real clear agreed definition of a library portal. 
In some sense, a simple set of static web pages could 
reasonably be described as a portal, since they perform an 
essential task of presenting available resources in an organized 
way.^^ 
A library portal can be defined by Ron Davies as "a web-
based service that allows end users to discover relevant library -
related information resources, use a common interface to search 
one or more of those resources, and then make use of the 
content of those resources as directly as possible".^^ 
3n Ira (fa ciio n 
Morgan defines library Portal as, "A user centered, 
customizable interfaces to collections of library resources."^^ 
A library portal is a vertical portal, that to say, a portal 
concentrated on a specific narrow range of functionality in this 
case, the search for, and retrieval o's, information an6 documents 
related to a specific topic from a range of information resources 
by inside and outside an organization. These type of portals 
serve as aggregators for customer to arrange and display 
information resources in a manner that best serve their 
information needs. ]t also enables customers to pick and chose 
from countless resources that are provided by the typical 
research libraries without having to delve through a catalogue of 
resources or other such electronic listing of information 
products.^° 
Examples of important library portal are-
1- Internet Library for Librar/ans 
(www.itcompany.com/inforetriever/) 
Sponsored by the Info Works Technology Company, it is 
the best library portals providing quick access to the most 
specific branches of library profession through its detailed 
hierarchical classification. Entries have good annotations. This 
portal is a reference portal. 
9 
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2. \niernet Public Library Services for Librarians 
(www.ipl.org/svcs/) 
Developed by the University of Michigan school of Library 
and Information studies, it is the most comprehensive and the 
best reference portals. This portal contains good annotations, it 
has separate sections for teens and l<ids. 
3. Library Resource List 
(www.dpi.state.wi.us/dpi/clltcl/pld/lib-res.htmL) 
This portal is developed by the Public Library Development 
Offices of the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. It has 
comprehensive coverage of almost all library topics with special 
emphasis on library technology. Annotations are very good. 
4. Professional Resources for Librarians on the WWW 
http://library.scsu.ctstateu.edu/libbib.html. 
Few of its entries are annotated. Developed by the Buley 
Library at Southern Connection State University, it covers most 
of the topics of library related but unevenly. 
5. Library Spot 
(http://www.libraryspot.com) 
The easiest to use starting point for librarians. Free virtual 
library resources center for educators and students, librarians 
10 
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and their patrons, families, businesses and just about anyone 
exploring the web for valuable research information.^^ 
6. Infoli'brarian 
{http://www.infolibrarian.com) 
Infolibrarian is created by a group of professionals working 
in the area of library and computer fields. The purpose of this 
project is to give maximum information to working library and 
information science professionals, teachers and students at one 
place, it has wide coverage on various library topics such as 
catalogs digital library, e-resources, librarian's directory, 
information management, library jobs, forthcoming conference 
seminars and other topics and literature on major areas of library 
and information science. 
7. Library HQ 
(http://www.libraryhq.com) 
Provides "Resources for the Wired librarians". There is a 
searchable databases of selected and catalogued websites, 
news about books and libraries, information about library 
automation, reviews of books related to library technology, 
classified ads and an online discussion forum for librarians. 
n 
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8. Library of Congress- Librarians, Archivists 
(http.7/www.loc.gov/library/) 
This portal is maintained by Library of Congress, USA 
which contains links to resources, online catalogs, digital 
libraries, professional organization, library and information 
science schools, professional journals, library vendors and 
library oonleKence^, etc. 
9. MetaLib 
(http://v\/ww.exlibris.co.il/metalib/) 
MetaLib is the perfect platform for managing a hybrid 
library environment, including both the emerging electronic 
collection with its digital resources and the traditional library with 
its print resources. MetaLib serves as a gateway \o (oca! and 
remote databases. 
10. ZPORTAL 
(http://www.fdgroup.eom/fdi/news/latest.html#zportal ) 
ZPORTAL provides a personalized, reliable place to begin 
information discovery or research. Users can see information 
retrieved from websites, e-journals and library catalogues side by 
side in a single list, enabling the most useful information to be 
targeted quickly and effectively. 
12 
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BENEFITS OF LIBRARY PORTALS 
Portals are cooperative frameworks that enable more 
effective service delivery as well as more effective use of the 
institution's human and other resources. The primary benefits of 
the library portal are: 
• Easier access for users: The portal offers the user the 
ease of searching many sources at once, integrating results from 
licensed resources and local database and bibliographic 
descriptions of digitized material equally, the familiar portal 
interface is an option for searching databases that are uniamlliar 
to the users. 
* Simplified Authentication: In so far as the systems 
handle authentication they can reduce the barrier of users having 
to remember multiple log-ons. 
"^  Unified presentation of Quality resources: The portal 
gives the library a tool to channel users towards preferred 
resources. It increases the ability of the library to ensure that 
costly electronic journals and databases are used, by offering a 
simple way to browse the available resources. It supports 
searching by carrying users through from bibliographic searches 
to full text options.''^ 
13 
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Personalization: A portal can be personalized using users-
profile information to deliver personalized content. Each user can 
gain a view that is tailored to his or her access privileges. The 
personalization can be for an individual or for a category of 
individuals. Group of users can be offered clusters of resources, 
or they can store their favorite databases and searches for quick 
access and reuse.^^ 
• Link Resolution: Particularly important for libraries, link 
resolvers bring together information about a cited resource, the 
user, and the target document, for example, it enables the user 
to navigate from a reference citation to full-text, from an abstract 
in a database to a catalog search for materials about the some 
topic, or from a cited reference search report to an interlibrary 
loan request. 
Communications and Collaboration: A portal can be 
used to provide chat, e-mail, shared calendars, web meetings, 
etc." 
Higher Education: In the academic environment, portal 
are potentially used for registration and admission systems, 
fewer errors in documentation, better and faster communication, 
changes in staff skills, better informed student body, faculty 
14 
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better informed about their students, for better management 
systems, for targeted services to special groups and needs such 
as to alumni, health patients and students with disabilities.^'' 
FEATURES OF LIBRARY PORTALS 
Library portals represent the entire range of library 
knowledge and practice. They should be comprehensive in 
covering their subject. Main features of library portals include: 
• Federated Searching: The simultaneous searching of 
several electronic resources is only one component of a library 
portal. Libraries that have adopted it without the other 
components, should not describe what they offer as a portal. 
• Patron authentication: It is also an important feature of 
a portal, both to authorize access to the library portal and to 
authenticate users for the database providers thai require 
authentication. As many libraries had implemented patron 
authentication prior to the widespread use of portals, the patron 
authentication component of a specific vendor's portal may not 
have been implemented. 
• Link resolver: A link resolver brings together information 
about a citation, the user, and the targeted resource. The link 
resolver is activated when the user clicks on a link embedded in 
the user interface. 
15 
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• Link resolution: It is the least implemented portal 
component because it is the most expensive component. Not 
only must the software be purchased, but also the linkages must 
be created and kept current. That can be time consuming task.^^ 
The ideal library portal will have the most thorough 
coverage possible in several areas of the library profession, for 
all types of libraries. 
> Professional resources, such as practice manuals, 
model programs, reports and studies. 
> Organization, from the large national associations to 
local and special interest groups. 
> Publications, both print and non-print 
> Conferences and other events. 
> Library websites including web catalogs 
> Communication channels, like discussion lists 
> Job announcements 
> The library marketplace, i.e. vendors of library-related 
products and services.^^ 
FUNCTIONS OF LIBRARY PORTALS 
A library portal solution today can be expected to 
provide all the following functions. 
16 
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• Resource Discovery: End users of a library portal are able 
to browse a series of collections and sub-collections of local and 
remote information resources \nQ\\x(i^m(^ c\\.^X\c:i^\ databases, 
abstracting and indexing services, electronic journals databases, 
library catalogues and digital collections to select those that are 
relevant to their information needs. They will also be able to 
search metadata descriptions of those information resources 
including by the subject or category assigned to the resources. 
• Common Search Interface: Many of the information 
resources available today can be directly searched only through 
different interfaces or by using different search protocols 
returning metadata in different formats. However, a library portal 
acts as an intermediary, allowing users to search these different 
resources using a single interface the search interface of the 
portal itself-thereby eliminating the need for the user to learn and 
remember the particular search characteristics of each resource. 
• Federated Search: A portal will also allow end users to 
select more than one information resource, and then to search all 
of the selected resources simultaneously. The user is presented 
with an integrated set of search results that can ultimately be 
merged, sorted and perhaps exported as a single list of relevant 
17 
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references. For many, federated searching is the single most 
important function of the library portal. 
• Direct Access to Content: A context sensitive dynamic 
linking service integrated with a library portal v\/ill allov^ users to 
move from a document citation to the full text of the document in 
electronic from v\/ith the click of a mouse. 
• Authentication: A library portal has to provide access to 
licensed or commercial resources without users having o log into 
each one with different usernames and passwords. 
Authentication should happen transparently, so that users don't 
even need to be aware that they are logging into some external 
services. 
• Customization and Personalization: Portal must be 
customizable, to allow list of resources to be tailored to different 
groups of users. Users also need personal workspace within the 
portal, which will store search histories, lists of favorite resources 
and references to useful documents retrieved. Personalization 
services typically include the ability to run searches automatically 
on a regular basis, with search results provided by email, so that 
users can set up and manage their own individual current 
awareness service.^^ 
18 
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KEY PRINCIPLES 
The following are the key principles that should govern any 
portal rollout. 
• Simplicity: Users want a simple and clear web environment 
• Dependability; The site and its content should be available 
always and it should be predictable. 
• Quantifiable value: Users should feel self-sufficient and 
realize added value from using the portal. 
• Personalization: Users should be able to change the site 
to their personal preferences. 
• Systematic management: Long-term success requires a 
systematic approach and long-term commitment.^^ 
PORTAL IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES 
When building a library portal, following things should be 
kept in mind. 
• User-Centered design: User centered design is an 
underlying principle for any library application, including portals. 
Now, libraries are no longer the center of the information 
universe. The focus has shifted to the user as the driving force 
behind library services, not the platonic ideals of information 
organization. 
19 
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The key intention for creating successful, user centered 
service is to provide services to users according to their want 
and desire. To learn what users want and desire, conduct 
surveys, focus group, interviews and usability studies. Ask and 
listen, make sincere efforts to implement services to meet user's 
desires. 
• Identity Management: Identity management is an 
essential part oi a portal implementation especially since it is one 
of the defining characteristics of the di^'Q\\cdi'(\on. \n some ways, 
applications and digital library services in general need to 
integrate aspects of the traditional library reference interview into 
their implementation. The system needs to know a bit about the 
users before useful services can be provided. Have the people 
used the system before? And if so, what have they done and 
what did they find useful? What sort of expertise or previous 
knowledge to the users brings to the information need? The 
process of answering these questions in an automated 
environment is a challenge for the profession. 
• Technology Resources: The development of open source 
software improves the ability to be computer platform 
independent. It is more likely to be standards complaint, and its 
20 
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development not only provides means for staff development, but 
also improves the profession as a whole.^^ 
FUTURE OF LIBRARY PORTAL 
The library portal marketplace has developed in a 
remarkably short time and we are far from a mature market for 
this kind of produce. There are five areas where future 
developments will significantly affect the marketplace. These are 
discussed hereunder-
• Integration v i^th corporate portals: Many organizations 
are currently implementing, or looking to implement, what are 
called corporate portals, which are focused primarily on providing 
access to internal information and services. Library portals have 
always provided customizable interfaces, now developers are 
quickly moving towards integrating portal login with corporate 
directory information and providing application programming 
interface (APIs) to surface library portal technology into 
corporate portal environments. 
• Mixed distributed/harvested models: The portal ends up 
relying on a mixed model of searching with some resources 
distributed and some harvested and centralized into a single 
searchable index. There may, significant opportunity for portal 
vendors or consulting companies to help institutions set up 
21 
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centralized, harvested metadata indexes to complement their 
library portals. 
• Integration of terminological services: One of the 
current weak point of library portals, or of any cross database 
searching service, is that even if a user's search is reformatted 
into the correct syntax and protocol of the target system, it may 
contain terms that are inappropriate. There is much current 
interest and research in this area in respect to name and subject 
authority files, particularly thesauri. Mapping between different 
terminologies is also a critical issue. Library portal developers 
will need to extend their products to incorporate these services 
that map user's queries from one set of terms to another. 
• Standards for federated search results: A common 
format for returning search results and a more precise standard 
format for returning citations would dramatically reduce the 
current difficulty and complexity of federated searching. The 
NISO Metasearch Initiative, an American sponsored group but 
with international as well as industry - wide participation, is 
currently working towards these goals. 
• Standards for information resource description: 
Standards for the description of information resources hold out 
the promise of a central data repository on which users could rely 
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lor connection information. One might imagine an information 
resource metadata repository, a sort of metadata utility like 
OCLC, where one could search for a record about a database, 
copy the record into one's local search portal, and start to search 
that database through the portal. 
While these future developments will improve library 
portals the responsibility for implementing them does not lie with 
library portal developers alone. The pressure of competition will 
cause the major vendors of portal software to quickly implement 
new standards.^° 
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
The main aim of the study is to evaluate major library 
portals available on net. Other objectives of the study are: 
(i) To examine the availability of major library portals on 
web. 
(ii) To find out the authority and subject coverage of library 
portals. 
(iii) To determine the relevancy of major library portals 
under the study. 
(iv) To know the user friendliness of library portals on the 
web. 
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(v) To understand the way presentation of Information on 
library portals. 
(vi) To trace out the authenticity and scope of library portals 
available on web. 
(vii) To evaluate the search facilities provided by library 
portals under the study 
(viii) To know updating frequency of major library portals 
(ix) To study the ability of library portals to support general 
information seeking activities of users. 
(x) To know the role of library portals for the curriculum 
development in library and information science. 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 
On the basis of the study investigator can identify the 
relevance, authenticity and subject coverage of the major library 
portals available on web and thus help the users to find the most 
appropriate resources of the their area of interest. 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
The problem selected for the present study is entitled 
"Major Library Portals; An evaluation." 
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DEFINITION OF TERMS 
Library : According to Harrods's Librarian Glossary, "A place, 
building room or room set apart for the keeping and use of a 
collection of books etc."^^ 
Portals: According to Computing Dictionary, "A website that 
aims to be an entry point to the World Wide Web, typically 
offering search engine and/or links to useful pages and possibly 
news or other services."^^ 
Evaluation: According to Wikipedia, "Evaluation is the 
systematic determination of merit, worth and significance of 
something or someone".^^ 
HYPOTHESES 
(i) IVlost of the library portals provide quality information to 
library professionals. 
(ii) A large number of library portals are user friendly. 
(iii) Available library portals provide better search facilities 
to its user. 
(iv) All the library portals are updating their contents 
frequently. 
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METHODOLOGY 
Investigator has put the keyword 'Library Portals' into three 
major search engines such as yahoo (www.vahoo.com). Google 
(www.aooale.com) and MSN (www.msn.com) to get a list of 
major web portals available in the field of Library and Information 
Science. The Investigator has studied the retrieved relevant hits 
and prepared a list of 35 Library Portals. Out of which the 
investigator had selected 11 (eleven) Library Portals for the 
study, considering their subject coverage (Library and 
Information Science, in general, and specific area of the library 
science), purpose (research, general, archives etc.) scope 
(national, international etc), authenticity and limitations of the 
time. These portals have been evaluated according to the criteria 
designed for the same. The list of library portals under the study 
are as follows:-
International 
1. Acqweb 
http://www.acqweb.librarv.vanderbilt.edu/ 
2. Internet Library for Librarians 
http://itcompanv.com/inforetriever/ 
3. Internet Public Library Services for Librarians 
http://www.ipl.ora/svcs 
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4. Infomine 
http://infomine.ucr.edu 
5. Library spot 
http://www.librarvspot.com 
6. Library of Congress Librarians and Archivists 
http://www.loc.gov/librarv/ 
7. Researching Librarian 
http://www.researchinglibrarian.com 
8. School library Information Portal 
http://cla.ca/slip 
National 
1. Infolibrarian 
http://www.infolibrarian.com 
2. Lisgateway 
http://www.lisaatewav.com 
3. Vidyanidhi-Digital Library and E-Scholarship 
http://www.vidvanidhi.ora.in 
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LIMITATIONS FO THE STUDY 
Some of the major limitations identified by the investigator 
are as follows. 
(i) in the study, the evaluation of library portals is limited to 
eleven, in which eight are international and three are 
national. 
(ii) Structures, design, organization of information, content, 
and searching facilities of library portals are not static 
which are frequently changing. So it will be difficult to 
'(Qac)^ orx a conclusion about the organization and 
content of a portal. 
ORGANIZATION OF REPORT 
CHAPTER 1 
Introduction: 
The introduction chapter deals with brief introduction about 
portals and detailed description about library portals, followed by 
objectives and significance of the study, statement of problem, 
definition of term, hypothesis, methodology and limitations of the 
study. 
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CHAPTER-2 
Review of Literature 
A total no. of 28 previously published literature related to 
library portals has been reviewed. 
CHAPTER-3 
Methodology 
In this chapter methodology and tools used for the study, 
objectives and hypotheses of the study are included. 
CHAPTER-4 
The chapter deals with finding of the study, suggestions 
and recommendation for further study. 
In the end a bibliography and one appendix are given. In 
the appendix major library portals available on the web are 
enlisted. 
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CHAPTER-2 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
INTRODUCTION 
Knowledge is cumuJative, every p\ece of research will 
contribute another piece to it. That is why it is important to 
commence all research with a review of the related literature or 
research, and to determine whether any data sources exist 
already that can be brought to bear on the problem at hand. This 
is also referred to as secondary research. Just as each study 
relies on earlier work, it will provide a basis for future work by 
other researchers. 
A literature review may constitute an essential chapter of a 
thesis or dissertation, or may be self-contained review of writings 
on a subject. In either case, its purpose is to: 
Place each work in the context of its contribution to the 
understanding of the subject under review. 
• Describe the relationship of each work to the others 
under consideration 
* Identify new ways to interpret, and shed light on any 
gaps in, previous research. 
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• Resolve conflicts among seemingly contradictory 
previous studies 
• Identify areas of prior scholarship to prevent duplication 
of effort 
• Point the way forward for further research 
• Place one's original work (in the case of theses or 
dissertations) in the context o\ existing literature. 
In brief this chapter present an overall review of studies 
conducted abroad as well in India under four subheadings 
regarding the topic "Major Library Portals. An evaluation" 
Investigator reviewed only those studies, which are similar to 
the present study or indirectly related to the present study 
PORTALS-GENERAL 
Gaorgick' (2004) outlines the Web Junction Project from a 
Washington State Library perspective The goal of the Web 
Junction Project, which began with a grant from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF), is to create a resource that 
provides sustainability for libraries that received training and 
equipment through the BMGF grant program The size and scope 
of this project have created many opportunities as well as 
challenges. The five state partners, Colorado, Connecticut, 
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Lowa, New Mexico and Washington, all have unique visions of 
how Web Junction can be used in their states. Collaboration is 
done for reasons such as large real buying power, centralized 
repository of expertise on a variety of topics; Web Junction team 
coordinates with library schools and other partners. The author 
also discusses about challenges to the project like authentication 
of users, content overload, anticipation of staffing needs, 
determining what goes on our State Library site Vs Web junction 
Murray^ (2003) describes services brought by portals such 
as personalized interaction; immediate delivery of electronic 
documents and reference linking services etc. A checklist is also 
provided to give a useful reference guide to get started the 
portal. For example strategic issues, relationship between portal 
and OPAC, self-service functionality, features needed in 
information portals etc. Examples of collaborative portals 
projects are also given and benefits of information portal are 
shown with the help of a diagram, 
LIBRARY PORTALS 
Boss^(2005) emphasizes the advantages and qualities of 
portals such as Intuitive and customizable web interface, 
personalized content presentation, federated searching 
relevancy ranking, link resolution, security and communications 
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and collaboration etc. Some of the sources for library portals are 
being provided in this article such as Lexis-Nexis, Endeavor and 
ExLibris, LIBIT of Germany, Sirsi and TLC etc. 
Author also discusses about various components of library 
portals, like federated searching, patron authentication, link 
revolver, link resolution etc. Link resolution is the most expensive 
component. The main part of the article includes requirements of 
library portals submitted to vendors for proposals that set forth 
what is in general release and what is in planning. A number of 
points are given in relation to the requirement such as web-
based common user interface, access to online reference 
services, as well as all types of materials, searchable by the 
author, title, series, publishes etc, refining search, adding 
external databases, patron authentication, retrieving help 
messages and many more. 
MacDonald'* (2005) categorizes the web access of portals 
into three distinct categories such as customizable source 
portals, integrated web services, portals and meta search 
systems that contain portal features. 
Customizable resource portals enable customers to pick 
and choose from countless resources that are provided by the 
typical research library without having to delve through a catalog 
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of resources or other such electronic listing of information 
products. Integrated web services deliver information resources 
in a channel within the course management system and meta 
search system used to search across many library databases 
and indexing tools at one time. This concluded with a little 
discussion on portal in higher education with some examples. 
Nicholas^(2005) describes some clear and practical 
guidelines for the evaluation of the success of library portal 
implementation and investigates the ways of demonstrating how 
portal implementation positively alter user information retrieval 
behaviour. 
Three steps in portal evaluation are also discussed in the 
article such as increased levels of use of electronic resources, 
increased satisfaction felt by the user and to ask the educators of 
student portal users if they are happier with the information 
component of student work as facilitated by their portal usage. 
But the much-admired portal, with all of its benefits does indeed 
await us as one of the next big library service developments. 
Dempsey'(2004) briefly discusses some services 
provided through portals such as distributed query ox 'meta 
search', harvesting, syndication, request, deliver, configuration, 
personalization, reference, annotation, notification, terminology 
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service, resolution, rights management etc. He discussed tlie 
emergence of 'library portals' network hubs, which bring together 
users, and resources of interest to them. 
Ternant and Michalak^ (2004) offered a short summary 
called "Slouching Toward the Ideal Portal and reminded the 
audience to define the term portal when using it because it 
means different things to different and described the 
characteristics of excellent portals, mentioning, among other 
things, that they should contain everything the user wants and 
nothing that the user does not want. They spoke of the 
importance of interface good project management and the need 
to set an appropriate depth and breadth to the portal project and 
emphasized the notion of "causal personalization" or the ability of 
the portal to provide personalized content with a minimal amount 
of direct input from the user. They identified appropriate software 
applications as key technologies for integration such as 
commercial and open service portal applications, aggregator 
tools, meta search software, web service that is, XML over 
HTTP). 
Lakos^ (2004) highlights the importance of assessment in 
a portal framework and examines some of the outcomes and 
impacts of some existing portals. He also summaries some of the 
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potential impacts of portals in higher education such as for 
registration and admission systems, possible changes in 
organization structure, for financial management systems, faculty 
better informed about their students, advisory system 
improvements, for services and targeted services to special 
groups and needs such as to alumni, health patients etc. At the 
end of the article some examples of university-based portals are 
discussed like University of Minnesota, University of Buffalo, 
University of California-San Dieg-Blink etc. 
Kriselien^ (2004) provides an overview of library portal and 
some issues for it's planning. Lorcan Dempsey identifies two 
major types of portal technologies: p-portals, which provide 
integrated access, to content at the user interface level, and 
m-portals, which integrate information at the programming level. 
The challenge is to identify user-level services (applications) that 
are important to users and to identify generalizations of common 
programming level services that can be developed to support 
these applications. 
Lakos^°(2004) deals directly with issues related to library 
portals. A library portal needs to leverage the library's expertise 
both in the form of the underlying database of resources built by 
librarians and through greater accessibility to those librarians. He 
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provides a common understanding of what we mean when we 
say portal, with the help of various definitions, depending on 
perspective, mission or function and discusses about the 
features, a portal should possess. The portal should have the 
capability to gradually learn and change, personalization, 
effective assessment and feedback looks. Certain principles are 
also provided which one should keep in mind when planning a 
portal. 
(Vlorgan"(2004) attempted to explain some of the 
chaWenqes of creating a (ibrary portal, The key to overcoming 
these challenges is not technological but philosophical and 
interpersonal. When building a library portal, three things should 
be in mind-user-centered design, managing user identities and 
implementing computer technology. 
Ramsden^^ (2003) provides an overview of the main 
features of these systems such as single search of many 
disparate databases, cross searching of databases, open linking 
user profiling, interoperation with other gateways and systems, 
reporting usage of electronic sources etc. Some of the more 
significant examples of commercial library products have also 
been described in the article. Such as ILINK (SIRSI Corporation), 
Encompass (Endeavor Information Systems), Metalib (Ex Libris), 
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Zportal (Fretwell Downing Information) etc with their web 
addresses These are sophisticated complex systems, which can 
unlock the wealth of digital resources held in libraries Most 
require a certain amount of customization by the individual library 
and information services 
Cox^^ (2003) sets out a definition of the mam functional 
elements of "portals" as supplied by Library Management System 
(LMS) and also touching on related technology and briefly 
summarizes some of the mam aspects of library portals, such as 
features, benefits and functions It is written primarily from the 
perspective of a UK academic library A number of continuing 
issues with library portals are also discussed in the paper related 
with the functionality, cross-searches, portal interface, contents, 
total cost, time and skill used in designing the portal interface 
and many more It concluded by suggesting the mam criteria a 
library would apply to choosing a system It should contain the 
sections like pricing model, total cost of ownership, functionality, 
suppliers, size of open URL databases and statistics etc 
Sadesh and Walker^'* (2003) introduce the concept of the 
semantic web and indicates how, if realized, the semantic web 
could be of great benefit to researchers Web portals and library 
portals are also taken into consideration m this article Some 
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parallel activities now under way are aimed at providing practical 
solution to scholars today through the use of agent technology 
built into library portals; the paper explains in particular, how one 
system, MetaLib the library portals solution from ExLibris 
addresses these issues, two types of information are stored in 
MetaLib knowledge Base i.e. Descriptive and functional 
information. It concluded by suggesting rules that apply to 
queries as well as apply to the processing of results for 
standardized display. 
W\c\\^Q\^^ (2003) discusses that library portals support a 
broad range of information seeking activity from browsing to 
search, provide mechanism for comrr\un\caX\on and coUaboratlon 
and facilitate knowledge creation and sharing all through a 
usable, intuitive interface. The author identifies the workings of a 
proposed library portal evaluation framework under five main 
characteristics such as support personalization, fosters 
knowledge work, leverages intelligent agents, facilitates 
information seeking, useful and easy to use. The purpose of the 
framework is to provide a guide by which to assess a library 
portal in terms of its overall robustness on many dimensions. 
Cox and Yeates' ' (2002) discuss in detail about various 
aspects of library portal systems like what they are? How these 
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are used? Importance of library portals, functional requirements 
like cross searching common interface, single point of 
authentication, content enrichment etc. Further details of the 
library portal products are given in an appendix with main library 
portal products, suppliers and brief summary. Table provided 
shov\/s selected features comparison of library portals such as 
standards now available, standards planned, origin and other 
features, it also covers developments, assessment with 
conclusion and recommendations. It concludes by giving a 
glossary and product details of portals. 
White''^ (2002) provides evaluation, selection and 
integration of components in terms of existing computing 
environments, expensive web clusters, electronic document 
management, thin-client architecture etc. In planning the 
developments of the library portal, it should be seen how the 
heterogeneous construction and contents found in the portal 
architecture offers numerous benefits. 
Strauss^^ (2002) emphasizes the need of only one portal. 
If there is more than one portal, it cannot be the place where you 
access all the information and services you commonly use. He 
further defines portals, and lead portal projects. The article 
concludes by stating that portals will become an increasingly 
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important information delivery system and libraries have to be 
part of that. They represent an opportunity for libraries to turn 
around their traditional paradigm: instead of building libraries real 
or virtual for user to come to, the library can now more easily 
come to the user. 
Buchanan^^ (2001) indicates that library portals change 
organizational culture in libraries and lead to a readjustment of 
priorities, creating a focus "on learning outcomes for students, 
superior support for research and all this will make the library 
more visible and its values more appreciated. He also discusses 
some examples of library portals. One of the most discussed 
Wbx^xy portals belongs to North Carolina State. 
MvLibrarv(Q)NCState comprises library resources, links to library 
services and university web pages as well as personal profile 
areas. Another example is the university of Buffalo which has 
expanded portal concept nicely for students and users including 
library areas in addition to many personalized student resources; 
class schedules, course enrollment, links to professor e-mails 
and many other features. 
Leary2°(2000) briefly looks at some of the aspects of 
library portals and describes features of an ideal library portal. 
The ideal library portal will have the most thorough coverage 
45 
oiQW of lileratui c 
possible in several areas of the library profession for all types of 
libraries It also discusses some of the portals like vendor 
portals, commercial portals and library developed portals with 
some examples of each category having grades with high points 
It further gives a strategy for making best use of library portals 
The sXraieq"^ concentrates on using a few of the best portals and 
ignoring the rest. 
TYPES OF PORTALS 
Harannavar^^ (2005) provides an overview of subject 
gateways with its definitions, characteristics, features etc 
Subject gateways are characterized by factors like limited to 
specific subjects use of open standards, built by subject and 
information specialized etc. The author gives emphasis on 
importance of subject gateways also. These are needed to 
improve the effectiveness of Internet searching and will serve as 
a source of information in specific areas and save time of user 
At the end of the article, some of the major subject gateways 
which prove to be helpful in provide specific subject based 
information are enlisted. 
Srivastava" (2005) defines and describes a number of 
models for information systems, which are being experimented 
by libraries to serve up the Internet based content like portals, 
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vortals and information gateways. The author discusses scholar's 
portals, library portals and gateways and further differentiates 
between portals and information gateways and gives a few 
examples of each of these models such as Internet library for 
librarians, Internet Public Library services for librarians. Library 
Resource List, SOSIG, Math guide, Dutch Ess, History Guide etc. 
with their web address and brief detail of each of them. 
Koch^^ (2000) summarizes some of the characteristics of a 
quality controlled subject gateway like creation, collection 
development, collection management, resource description, 
subject access standards and value adding features. Also covers 
related terms and concepts, typologies of subject gateways, 
scope, size and coverage of the services. Typologies allow the 
understanding of the breadth and variety of already existing 
services and supports their description as in this article. It 
concludes by giving a number of subject gateways with their web 
addresses in various fields of study. 
FUTURE OF PORTALS 
Savarese^'* (2005) differentiates a library portal from the 
OPAC and discusses the differences between the two in terms of 
federated search user profiles and contexts, multiple channels of 
content and customizable content and interface. Here U.S. Portal 
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and federated search features are presented in the form of a 
table consisting of name of company, ILS product and portal and 
Federated special \eaXuie%. Further, creating cor^ieyX for library 
users and integration. Interfaces and Irony of portal rare also 
discussed. The primary concept that makes the portal possible is 
that information services can be constructed in a way that makes 
them independent from a specific appearance they must have on 
screen. Institutional and library portals will continue to play an 
essential role, but the portals that users value in the long run 
may be the ones that they own and operate themselves. 
Davies" (2004) explains the functions provided by the 
library portal solution such as resource discovery, common 
search interface for different resources, direct access to content, 
authentication, customization and personalization and single 
most important function i.e. federated search. Author also look 
ahead to five areas where future developments will significantly 
affect the marketplace like integration with corporate portals, 
mixed distributed/harvested models, terminofogical services, 
federated search standards and standards for information 
resource description with enough detail of each of them. 
Cox^^ (2004) attempts to identify and increase awareness 
of technical developments relevant to local library portals. Within 
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the context of the LibPortal Project, he reports the findings of 
discussions with library portal experts and also attempts to give 
an overview of the technical developments in the field of library 
portals. The main body of the paper offers a short description of 
each technical area with a suggestion of its implications for the 
library portal. Important developments are taken in the field of 
cross searching, access management, products and services, 
open source, integration with VLE, institutional portal and 
profiling etc. The paper discusses all these development with 
some examples having their URL as well as a brief discussion. It 
concludes by suggesting the most significant trends that are 
likely to impact on library portals. 
Denison^^ (2003) presents some general issues to 
consider when working through the selection process and 
discusses about library oriented portal solutions (enhancements 
or add-ons to integrated library management, systems) that seek 
to integrate the holdings of libraries, from searching to access -
regardless of format, the metadata standard in use, or the 
interface. Some features are also discussed in the article such as 
an integrated interface to multiple resources, unified searching 
across different metadata schemes, simplified access, the ability 
to provide dynamic reference, personalization and management 
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information etc. Some examples o\ the vendors active in 
Australia are also given here like Epixtech, Endeavor, and Ex 
Libris etc. Brief discussion is given on the future development 
needed for these products and their potential benefits and 
service improvements. 
Jackson^^ (2002) emphasizes on dream portal and defined 
a 'dream portal' as a super discovery tool that specializes in 
high-quality content. The dream portal is fast and powerful. It 
searches across formats and resources and returns results that 
are deduped and relevancy ranked. It supports authentication 
and permits anatomizations and personalization, i.e. alerts, 
saved hits or searches and custom views of resources. He 
further describes core features of any portal such as cross-
database searching, integration, other library catalogs, selected 
web sites, locally licensed full text and abstracting/indexing 
databases and public domain or publicly accessible abstracting 
and indexing services. 
'^ ^^ 1 
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CHAPTER-3 
METHODOLOGY 
This chapter deals with methodology used in the study and 
has been discussed under the following headings 
1. Selection of the problem 
2. Objective of the study 
3. Hypotheses 
4. Methodology 
5. Tools; Criteria for Evaluation 
1. Selection of the Problem: The problem selected for the 
present study entitled "Major Library Portals An 
Evaluation". The problem deals with the overall 
assessment of library portals with the help of criteria for 
evaluation of library portals such as authority content, 
purpose, scope, currency etc. 
2. Objective of the study: 
The main objective is to evaluate major library portals 
available on net. Other objectives of the study are 
(0 To examine the availability of major library portals on 
web 
JKelfwtfoIo %^ 
(ii) To find out the authority and subject coverage of library 
portals 
(ill) To determine the relevancy of major library portals 
under the study 
(IV) To know the user friendly and library portals on the web 
(v) To understand the way presentation Q\ \T\'{0'(m^\\QT\ on 
library portals 
(vi) To trace out the authenticity and scope of library portals 
available on web 
ivii) To evaluate the search facilities provided by library 
portals under the study 
(v///) To know updating UQQ^uQr\Qy of major library portals 
lix) To study the ability of library portal to support the 
information seeking activities of public 
(X) To know the role of library portals for the curriculum 
development in library and information science 
3. HYPOTHESES 
(I) Most of the library portals provide quality information to 
library professionals 
(II) A large number of library portals are user friendly 
MCeitio(foloc/t/ 
(ill) Available library portals provide better search facilities 
to its user 
(iv) All the library portals are updating their contents 
frequently 
METHODOLOGY 
Investigator has put the keyword 'Library Portals' into major 
search engines such as yahoo (www vahoo com) Google 
(www google com) and MSN (www msn com) to get a list o\ 
major web portals available m the field of Library and Information 
Science The Investigator has studied the retrieved relevant hits 
and prepared a list of 35 Library Portals Out of which the 
investigator had selected 11 (eleven) Library ?oxia\s for the 
study considering their subject coverage (Library and Information 
Science, in general, or specific area of the library science) 
purpose (research, general, achieves etc) scope (national 
international etc), authenticity and limitations of the time These 
portals have been evaluated according to the criteria designed 
for the same The list of library portals under the study is as 
follows -
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International 
1. Acqweb 
http://www.acqweb.librarv.vanderbilt.edu/ 
2. Internet Library for Librarians 
http://itconnpanv.com/inforetriever/ 
3. ' Internet Public Library Services for Librarians 
http://www.ipl.ora/svcs 
4. Infomine 
http://infomine.ucr.edu 
5. Library spot 
httD://www. librarvsPot.com 
6. Library of Congress Librarians and Archivists 
http://www.loc.aov/librarv/ 
7. Researching Librarian 
http://www.researchinalibraina.com 
8. School library Information Portal 
http://cla ca/slip 
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National 
1 Infolibrarian 
http //\NW\N infolibrarian com 
2 Lisgateway 
http7/www lisaatewav com 
3 Vidyanidhi-Digital Library and E-Scholarship 
littp.//www vidvanidlii org in 
5. Tools: Criteria for Evaluation 
Criteria to be addressed include 
Authority: 
> Who published the document and is it separate from 
the webmaster. 
> Check the domain of the document what institution 
publishes the document 
> Does the publisher list his/her qualifications 
> What credentials are listed for the authors. 
> Where is the document published? Check URL 
domain (If its domain is preferred (edu, gov; org, or 
net). 
> Is there an 'About' Link with info on the source org. 
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Content 
> What types of resource is it? I.e. Is it an e-journal, a 
database, a personal page, a mail archive 
> What does it contain? 
> Is it full text? Does it contain a mixture of fulltext and 
abstracts, abstract only or is it a bibliographical 
database with links only? 
Purpose 
> What is the purpose of the resource? 
> Is it clearly stated? 
> Does the resource fulfill the stated purpose? 
> The purpose needs to fit the intended audience for 
the resource? 
Scope 
> Breadth of subject coverage - is it extensive or is it 
an overview? 
> Depth of subject coverage how much details is 
provided? 
Currency 
> Date of creation of the website. 
> Date of modifications 
MLeZ/joc/o/oc/f/ 
> Evidence of regular updates 
> Currency of information provided (linl<s to otlner sites, 
terminology used, etc.) 
Accuracy 
> Make sure author provides e-mail or contact 
address/phone number. 
> Is the person qualified to write this document? 
Format 
> Is the site increasing to look at and explore? 
> is the site easy to use and navigate? 
> Does the site loads quickly (response time)? 
Are fonts and typefaces consistent throughout the 
Site? 
> Is feedback encouraged? 
> Appearance of site. 
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Organisation 
> Is the information organized appropriately for the type 
0^ information? E.g. 
> Chronological for historical 
> Geographical for regional resources 
> Are menus provided within the site? 
> Is a table of contents or a directory structure in 
place? 
Navigation 
> Does the site cater for the use of a variety of 
browsers? 
> is a password necessary? 
> Are navigational icons available on each page? 
> is an email address provided for the webmaster? 
Target Audience 
> Who are intended users of the site/information 
provided? 
> Which student year level is the information relevant 
to? 
> Is text pitched at the intended level? 
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> Is it suitable for users with disabilities? 
Search Tools 
> Is a search engine provided on the site? 
> How easy is to retrieve information? 
> Are search tips and examples available? 
> How effective is the search facility? 
> What does the search engine index? 
> All text 
> Titles 
> Abstracts etc. 
Hypertext Links 
> Are the links to other sites appropriate? 
> Do all of the links work? 
> Are there too many links 
Curriculum Application 
> Which National curriculum Area does the site 
support? 
> How can teachers and/or students to enhance the 
learning and teaching process utilize the site? 
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User Friendliness 
> Is the resource easy to use? 
> Are any necessary special commands clear? 
> Is help information available? 
Service Available 
> What services are available on site? 
Special Features 
> What features of the portal make it different from 
others? 
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CHAPTER-4 
ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 
This chapter deals with evaluation of eleven major library 
portals under study along v\/ith interpretation of each of them. 
NATIONAL PORTALS 
1. INFOLIBRARIAN 
[www.infolibrarian.com] 
• Authority: Info librarian is created by a group of 
professionals working in the area of library and computer fields in 
the year of 2000. Shamprasad M. Pujan took initiative for 
developing this site. 
• Content: The site contains various sections with 
subsections. Main sections are divided into catalogues, digital 
library, documents, e-resources, education/Jobs, Internet / 
resources, other resources and technology consisting many 
subsections like Opac on net union catalogues, new lis books, 
consortia, conferences, e-books, e-databases, lis jobs, lis joints 
and internet resources which are hyper linked full-text resources. 
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• Purpose: The purpose of this project is to give maximum 
information to working library and information science 
professionals, teachers and students at one place. 
• Scope: The subject scope of infoiibrarian is mainly 
concerned to library and information science providing extensive 
information on catalogues, digital library, documents, e-
resources such as e-books, e-proceedings in LIS, librarian 
directory, library technology, lis jobs etc. Here an attempt is 
made to collect information from different sources and give 
enough description wherever possible. 
• Currency: The site was originally created in the year of 
2000. Since then modification occur daily. 
• Accuracy: It provides accurate literature because all the 
material has been collected from authentic sources and journals 
and contact address of the author is also given. 
• Format: Site is beautifully created and takes less response 
time to the user. Appearance of site is interesting. Feedback is 
invited from the users to keep their site well updated. 
• Organization: Site has properly organized information. 
Various broad headings are placed alphabetically. Menus are 
also provided. 
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• Navigation: Navigation is easy and quick linl<s are 
provided for simple navigation in some areas sucli as 
association, digital library resources, library science e-journals 
etc. No password is necessary and e-mail address of the 
Webmaster is also given. 
• Target Audience: Info librarian is a source useful for 
library and information science professionals, teachers as well as 
students and also including general user. It fulfills to its intended 
level. 
• Search Tools: It support simple search facility. Pull down 
menu is provided to search on specific topics as e-journals, 
associations conferences, e-databases, e-text archives, internet, 
library technology, net papers, opac etc. 
• Hypertext Links: The portal is consisting of lots of links to 
other sites to provide appropriate information to its users. All the 
links work effectively and take less time to open. 
• Curriculum Application: The site contains e-resources 
and presentation on library and information science linked to 
various authentic e-publishers, which is helpful for teachers as 
well as students in learning through various electronic resources. 
This site also provides help to UGC Net aspirants. 
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• User friendliness: The resource is easy to use as no 
special command is required. Feedbacl< is also invited from 
users but it does not provide help service. 
• Services Available: Infoiibrarian provides various 
important services to its users such as access to various 
electronic resources and Internet resources consortia, 
NetPapers, supplies, downloads, library technology, lis jobs, 
librarian directory, lis joints etc. 
• Special Features: Infoiibrarian provides a section 
infofocus, which has highlighted information about the 
conferences, awards, invitations and training programmes, which 
are going to hold. It also contains past information on above-
mentioned fields in archives. 
Interpretation 
Infoiibrarian is a national library portal which provides 
information to library and information professionals, teachers, 
students as well as general users. It was created by a group of 
professionals who were working in the field of library and 
computers in 2000. The site provides highlighted information on 
some topics such as conferences, awards, invitation and forth 
coming training programmes. It stores the past information about 
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its various fields in Arciiives whicii is a special feature of the site. 
Daily updations do help for the teachers and students to retrieve 
current and accurate literature from e-journals, associations, 
conferences, e-databases, net papers etc. 
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2. Library and Information Science Gateway 
[www.lisgateway.com] 
• Authority: LIS gateway is developed by Dr. M. Masoom 
Raza, principal investigator, UGC IVlajor Research project, 
Lecturer, and Mr. Monawwar Iqbal, project fellow, UGC Major 
Research Project, Department of Library and Information 
Science, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, India and is 
sponsored by University Grant Commission, New Delhi, India. 
• Content: The gateway provides linl<s to various topics 
related to library and information science as library association 
e-journals, lis books, lis thesis, publishers, lis tools, opac, lis 
jobs, Indian libraries, digital libraries, lis forum and news and 
events. These further have sub-menus. 
• Purpose: Lisgateway aims to provide searchable and 
browsable catalogue of internet based resources related to 
library and information sciences. It encourages the exploitation of 
publisher's materials by providing free access to quality web 
resources. "* 
• Scope: The gateway is meant for library and Information 
professionals. The subject scope of lisgateway is wide and 
covers various topics related to library and information science 
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such as library associations (national and international) library 
schools (Indian, international, distance education), library 
software (library automation software, digital library software 
library networks, lis books & journals, lis jobs, Indian libraries, 
digital (ibraries etc. 
• Currency: No information about he date of creation is 
available. Updations occur by adding latest resources and new 
and innovative features but there is no evidence of regular and 
frequent additions to the portal. 
• Accuracy: The literature available is taken from authentic 
sources such as journals like Ariadne, Asian Libraries, ASLIB 
proceedings. Bulletin of American Society for information 
Science and Technology, D-Lib Magazine etc. Information about 
library schools is provided with the name of the head of the 
institutions, e-mail address, website, city, postal address, 
courses offered and little description about the library school. 
Contact information to the developer is also provided. 
• Format: Site is created beautifully. On the homepage, 
information about latest additions is provided and also 
information about news events, forthcoming conferences and 
seminars (National and International) are provided. A link to 
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S.R. Rang Nathan, father of library science in India is also 
available. 
• Organization: Information is organized properly with 
menus and submenus of the broad areas available on the 
lisgateway such as library associations, library schools, lis 
books, e-journals, etc. The portal is still under consideration. 
• Navigation: Navigation of the site is easy as no passv\/ord 
is required for navigation anywhere in the site. Navigational icons 
are available on each page. 
• Target Audience: Lisgateway is meant for librarians and 
library professionals. It improves the effectiveness of internet 
searching and will serve as a source of information for LIS 
people while directing to high quality of internet resources. 
• Search Tools: It provides simple as well as advanced 
search facility to the user. Advanced search needs name of 
journal, publisher, place of publication and ISSN. Besides, sub-
menus and pull down menus are also available for searching 
within the related fields. 
• Hypertext Links: Lisgateway is an interface to lead 
directly without under hunting for the information. It has properly 
connecting links and the data page establishes links mainly to 
site. 
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• Curriculum Application: The gateway is useful for the 
library science students and teachers as it provides information 
links to library resources, library schools and fellowship and 
grants. 
• User friendliness: Lisgateway is a user-friendly resource 
as no special command is required. Resources available are 
organized for easy to use. But 'help' menu is not given. 
• Services Available: Lisgateway provides access to 
various national and international library association, library 
schools, library software, e-journals, LIS books, LIS thesis, LIS 
forum etc. OPAC of various Indian libraries is also provided with 
the web address along with brief description of the collection. 
• Special features: Each page is having information about 
latest addition of that particular subject area. Information about 
upcoming conferences and seminars, scholarship and fellowship 
(Indian and International), publishers etc. is also provided. The 
Lisgateway fully fulfils the information needs of lis people.. 
Interpretation 
Lisgateway is a national and user-friendly gateway 
developed by Dr. M. Masoom Raza, lecturer, Deptt. of Library 
and information Science, and Mr. Monawwar Iqbal, Deptt. of 
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Library and Information Science, AMU, Aligarh, India. The 
gateway covers a variety of library related topics such as library 
association, library school, library software, library networks etc. 
Authenticity can be evident from the name o\ the resources such 
as journals like Ariadne, D-Lib Magazine etc. Lisgateway is 
helpful for the librarians library and information professional as 
well as job seekers. Sub- menus provide well organized 
information on different areas of the gateway. Each page has 
information about latest additions of that field but no information 
about date of creation or modification is provided anywhere. 
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3. Vidyanidhi - Digital Library & E-Scholarship Portal 
[http://www.vidyanidhj.org.in] 
• Authority: Vidyanidhi began as a pilot project in the 
year of 2000 with support from NISSAT, DSIR, 
Government of India, Ford Foundation, Microsoft, by the 
department of library and information science, University 
of Mysore. 
• Content; Vidyanidhi is a digital library and e-scholarship 
portal. It provides access to electronic databases, e-
theses, expert databases, forthcoming events, infoquiz 
etc. 
• Purpose: The main objective of Vidyanidhi is to 
advocate, promote and facilitate the archiving of theses. 
It aims to build a national repository of e-theses and to 
develop an Indian theses database. 
• Scope: Vidyanidhi is an information infrastructure, a 
digital library, a portal of resources, tools and facilities 
for doctoral research in India. It is a national repository 
for theses submitted in the entire subject at universities 
and institutions. It is also a consortium of universities 
and academic institutions for archiving and theses. 
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Currency: Vidyanidhi provides no evidence of regular 
updation. No information about regular modifications is 
given anywhere in the site. 
Accuracy: It enhances access to Indian theses and 
enlarges the reach and audience for Indian doctoral 
research work. It provides accurate information from 
authentic sources. 
Format: The site is very interesting and beautiful to 
look. Information is mainly available on database, e-
theses, expert database, partners, and universities, 
programmes it and is arranged systematically. 
Organisation: Information is available in on organized 
manner. Dictionary of Indian universities is arranged 
alphabetically and that's why, it is easy to search. Other 
information available on database, e-theses, expert 
database, resources and facilities, programmers etc is 
organized in systematic manner. 
Navigation: Navigation of the site is easy and no 
password is required. 
Target Audience: It is a portal for enlarging access, 
expanding audience, empowering students enabling 
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universities, extending dissemination, enduring 
archiving, enriching expressiveness and enhancing 
visibility of academic research in India in the realm of 
doctoral research. 
• Search Tools: Vidyanidhi supports six types of 
searches such as simple search, advanced search field 
specific search, directory search, subject search and 
author search. 
• Hypertext Links: The portal links to the database, e-
theses, expert database, Indian Universities, resources 
and facilities, programmes etc. Not too many links are 
available but all links are working properly. 
• Curriculum Application: W digitizes of the theses 
collection of the participating universities and helps 
researcher and doctoral students to produce better 
research results. 
• User friendliness: It is a user-friendJy poxXa] because 
no special command is demanded and one can easily 
use the site for his research purpose. 
• Services Available: Vidyanidhi builds a database of 
theses collection of participating universities, provides 
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provision of online submission of theses, templates and 
style sheets for creating theses in a standard format. 
• Special features: Vidyanidhi is an Indian initiative to 
archive and provide access to theses submitted to 
Indian universities. It is a digital library, accessible via 
networks. 
Interpretation 
Vidyavidhi is a national initiative for archiving doctoral 
dissertation and theses submitted in all the subjects at University 
and Institutes. It is a digital library and e- scholarship portal for 
enlarging access, expanding audience and students. It does not 
provide any evidence of updating regularly but information 
collected is accurate, taken from authentic sources and is 
organized in systematic manner. Navigation is easy and all 
hypertext links are working properly. The portal is user friendly 
and digitizes of the theses collection of the participating 
universities and help researcher and doctoral student to 
produces better search results. 
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INTERNATIONAL PORTALS 
1. AcqWeb 
(http://www.acqweb.librarv.vanderbilt.edu) 
• Authority: Acqweb began in 1994 as Ms. Acquisition and 
clnanged names in 1995 when it became affiliated with ACQNET, 
the electronic newsletter for acquisition librarians. The editor is 
Paul Orkiszewski (Acquisition Librarian, Appalachian State 
University) and Associate editors are David Marshall (Head of 
acquisition and serials, Georgetown University Library) and Scott 
(Manager, Small systems, university of Saskatcharwan Libraries) 
Acqweb is edited and maintained by Anna Belle Leiserson 
(Webmaster, Vanderbilt University law School). 
• Content : The resource contains web news for acquiring 
minds, verification tools and resources. Directory of Publishers 
and vendors. Association and organization. Library and 
Information Science, Journals, Newsletters and Electronic 
Discussion Archives, reference Sources, Guides to getting 
started on the web, Acqnet, Acqweb Information and credits etc. 
Archives for electronic resources, references source sources and 
links to search engines and subject classification of the web. 
• Purpose : Acqweb aims to be a gathering place for 
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librarians and other professionals interested in acquisitions and 
collection development. 
• Scope: The scope is international, it covers library and 
information science having detailed information about general 
library and Information science sites, school oi Wb'^a'CY and 
Information sc. lists, employment, acquisitions, categories 
collection development, microforms serials etc all linked their 
related sites. 
• Currency : The site began in 1994. It updates once a 
month in a batch process. 
• Accuracy: The source is accurate as it provides 
information from authentic journals, listserv, newspapers etc. All 
links have been verified and double-checked by the editor at the 
time they are added. Authors provide their e-mail address for 
contact. The editor is the Webmaster of Vanderbilt university law 
school. 
• Format: The home page is in the form of table of contents. 
Left of the site having information about each page with their 
updating information also. Site is good to look and responses 
quickly. 
• Organization: Information is arranged in subsections of 
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major sections having detailed information of each. It has the 
structure of table of contents arranged properly. 
• Navigation: No password is required for the navigation of 
site and navigational icon occurs on each page. The e-mail 
address of the Webmaster is also provided for any kind of help or 
suggestions. 
• Target Audience: AcqWeb's pages are maintained for 
Acquisition and collection Development librarians and library 
staff i.e. those who select and buy books in libraries of all types 
and sizes. The site is for library staff. 
• Searcli Tools: AcqWeb supports simple search facility and 
also Boolean search through acqnet. Another feature of AcqWeb 
is it keeps to search information from various search engine like 
General web search engines (such as Alta Vista, Ask Jeeves, 
Excite, Google, HotBot e\c), Meta Search Engines (such as All-
in-one-search Page), Specialized search Engines (like Archie, 
ditto.com, FAQ finder. Forum one), subject trees and electronic 
bibliographies including structure based on traditional form of 
library classification (like BUBL LINK) and also other forms of 
classification (such as about.com, academic info etc.) The portal 
also searches through address and Telephone Search Engines 
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(like web search reference, anywho) and search reviews such as 
search engine show down, search insider etc.) 
• Hypertext Links: It provides lots of links to information and 
resources of interest to librarians with acquisition or collection 
development responsibilities. All links are appropriate to other 
sites. 
• Curriculum Application: Though the site was developed 
for librarian and other professionals in acquisitions and collection 
development but it also provides links to various library and 
information schools, copyright and licensing information, library 
software, journals and newsletter etc. This will help students and 
faculty members to update their knowledge. 
• User Friendliness: No help information is provided to the 
users but one can contact to the editor by e-mails if there is a 
necessity. It is a user-friendly portal as its information has been 
organized in a systematic order. 
• Services available : AcqWeb provides news services, 
publisher's directory, verification tools, association, reference, 
web searching, editorial policy, contacts, access to journals, 
newsletters, newspapers, hot topics on library and information 
science resources, reference resources etc. 
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• Special features: The site is specially designed for 
librarians to help them their collection development. Directory of 
publishers and vendors is provided, information of reference 
resources such as biographical information, dictionaries, 
thesauri, glossaries, quotation, weather etc. is also available. A 
very special feature is that its uses search engines such as 
General search engines, Meta Search engines, specialized 
search engines, subject trees and electronic bibliographies, 
address and telephone search engines and search reviews. 
Interpretation 
Acqweb is an international library portal which covers 
library and information science having detailed information about 
general library and information science sites, collections 
development, microform serials, journals newsletters, reference 
sources, archives for electronic resources etc. Monthly updation 
is helped for librarians and other professionals in updating their 
knowledge in the field. Properly organized and systematically 
arranged table of contents, easy navigation and searching 
through various general & meta, specialized search engines & 
address and telephone search engines help the librarians for 
retrieving the information from the above mentioned resources. 
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2. Internet Library for Librarians 
[http://itcompany.com/inforetriever] 
• Authority: Vianne Tang Sha originally created the site in 
1994. Info Works Technology Company then published it to the 
library committee in 1996. Vianne Sha, as the chief editor and 
the Webmaster, maintained the site until June 2001. In January 
2002, Info Works Technology Company redeveloped the site, 
currently it is maintained by Internet Library for librarians, 
Editorial team. The current executive editor is yongmei Gu. 
• Content: The portal links to information sources such as 
almanacs/fact book, bibliographies, biographies, dictionaries, 
directories, encyclopedia, maps, news etc. under 'Ready 
Reference'. Also provides links to librarianship. Accessories that 
is having lots of information on acquisitions, collection 
development, administration, special collection, library 
association etc. The information provided is full text with links 
also. 
• Purpose: The portal is designed for librarians to locate 
Internet resources related to the profession. It fulfill the purpose 
successfully. 
• Scope: The portal is mainly meant for librarians, including 
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internet tools for library staff, library staff, library bibliographical 
utilities, library OPACs, library projects etc. the subject coverage 
is very extensive and has a full description of the goals of the 
resources, major reference, related literature etc. 
• Currency: Vianne Sha originally created the site in 1994. 
He maintained the site until June 2001. In January 2002, Info 
works Technology Company redeveloped the site. The site is 
updated frequently. 
• Currency: Though the portal links to poplar sites available 
on the net but does not warrant the accuracy or completeness of 
the information made accessible via Internet library for librarians. 
• Format: Site is interesting to look and is easily navigated 
through quick loading to the links. Fonts are not consistent 
throughout the site. They change according to the different links. 
The users are asked to send their comments or suggestions via 
email. The email address is info@it company.com 
• Organization: Information provided by the site is 
organized properly mainly under three headings ready 
Reference, Librarianship and Accessories. All these three further 
contain many sub-heading with links e.g. biographies under 
Ready Reference contain introduction part which provides links 
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to biographical resources on Internet, second section is General 
Resources which contain title of biographies, description and 
keywords and, the third section 'By Subject' provides biographies 
according to the subjects. 
• Navigation; Navigation of the site is easy as no password 
is necessary for navigation anywhere in the site. All headings 
have easily connecting links to provide information. 
• Target Audience: Internet library for librarian is most 
popular information site for librarians to locate Internet resources 
related to their profession. The matter provided is really useful 
for librarians, researchers and job seekers. 
• Search Tools: Site provides a lot of search tools to search 
the information for library staff. E.g. Lycos, AltaVista, Excite, 
inference Find, Infoseek, Inktomis, Hotbot, Metasearch, 
Metacrawler etc. There provide searching facility by just a click. 
• Hypertext Links: The site is made of a lot of links. All of 
them work properly and their connection to other sites is 
appropriate. The site is linked and referenced by hundreds of 
libraries and other organization including the Library of Congress 
and OCLC. It provides links to more than 3,000 resources. 
• Curriculum Application: The students as well as teachers 
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for learning in tlie field of library science can utilize the portal. 
• User friendliness: Resources are organized for easy to 
use. One can easily use the site for the purpose, as no special 
command is necessary for this. But help information is not 
provided. 
• Services Available: Services provided by Internet library 
are access to library grants, library job opportunities, library 
journals, disability services, library software, electronic 
resources, libraries on the Internet, Internet tools for library staff 
etc. 
• Special features: It contains information about special 
collection and archives, access to government documents, 
disability services etc. All major resource categories are 
supported v\/ith small introduction about the topic. The portal fully 
fulfills the information needs of library and information scientists 
in a single platform. 
Interpretation 
Internet library for librarian is the most popular information 
portal for librarians, researchers and job seekers. It provides 
extensive information on library job opportunities library journals 
library software electronic resources, libraries on the Internet, 
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tools for library staff etc. All major resource categories are 
supported with small introduction about the topic. The portal is 
updated frequently but does not warrant the accuracy or 
completeness of the information made accessible via Internet 
library for librarians. It is easily navigated and searched by many 
search engines. It is an easy to use resource but does not 
provide help menu to their users. 
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l>L Audio/Video Tours 
reach w i th the IPL 
Contact Us 
Isk a Question 
mz*T^ 
-^ . -K 
World Throufh a L«nf 
WJC' 
Looking for public domain 
Ansel Adams photographs? Take 
a look a t his pho tos f r o m a 
Japanese i n t e r n m e n t camp , 
and learn m o r e abou t t he a r t 
o f p h o t o g r a p h y 
• Ansel Adams: Suf fe r ing 
Under a Great In just ice 
• Pho tography at 
A b o u t . c o m 
• Get t h f P i r t i i r e : Th ink ing 
About Photugrauhb 
• PhotobloBs 
• More pho tog raphy -
re l a ted link\ in f f ie IPi ... 
See A l l o f the IPL's S p o t l i g h t 
Features . . . 
About Photographs 
• Photoblogs 
• AAore photography-
related links in the (PL... 
S«« All of the IPL's Spotlight 
Features... 
An Exciting New Era for 
the IPLl 
The IPL was f o u n d e d by a class at 
t h e Un ive rs i t y o f M ich igan 's School 
o f I n f o r m a t i o n , and Mich igan SI 
students a lmost exc lus ive ly 
gene ra ted its c o n t e n t and managed 
the Ask a Quest ion r e f e r e n c e 
se rv i ce . Soon, 14 o the r school-: 
w i l l be a c t i v e l y t ak ing pa r t in t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t and ma in tenance o f 
t he IPL. 
Read abou t ho \ ^ t he [F'L 
Consor t ium odrrie to be... 
generatea its content ana managea 
the Ask a Question reference 
service. Soon, 14 other schools 
will be actively taking part In the 
development and maintenance of 
the IPL. 
Read about, how the IPL 
Consortium came to be... 
See who will be taking part... 
S<-H«llll l i t ISKHIMtllOS 
I Nl\ 1 t M \ o i Mir l l l i i \ N 
The Internet Public Library is a public service organization and a 
learning/ teaching environment at the Unu^ersit',' of Michigan 
School of Information. 
spc n^^^rp- hv 
Intel ^ ^^ ^ 
^Anail/sis dc Unlerprelaiion 
3. INTERNET PUBLIC LIBRARY 
[www.ipl.org] 
• Authority: Professor Joseph Jones created IPL in the year 
of 1995. University of Michigan School of Information maintains 
it. Maurita Peterson Holland is the Executive director and 
Jennifer LauBend is user services coordinator. 
• Content: This site has an annotated collection of high 
quality Internet resources, selected by IPL staff for their 
usefulness in providing accurate factual information on a 
particular topic or topics. It mainly contains literature on Arts and 
Humanities, Business and Economics, computer and Internet, 
Education, Health and Medical Sciences, Law, Government and 
Political Science, Reference, Regional and Country information, 
Science and Technology, Social Sciences and Entertainment and 
Leisure etc. 
• Purpose: IPL aims at serving, teaching, building, learning, 
sharing as well as growing activities to develop and promote its 
organizations. 
• Scope: IPL covers a wide subject range and provides 
extensive information in its all areas such as Arts and 
Humanities, Business, Computer, Education, Health, Law, Social 
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Science, Literary Criticism, Science fair etc. and services. They 
^ppro3c\) these activities via values and '(>nnt\'^\es of the 
profession of librarianship. Its purpose is clearly stated in the 
Internet Public Library Mission Statement section. 
• Currency: The site was created in 1995 by Joseph Jones. 
Since then, it is regularly updated time to time. Different pages 
are modified frequently. 
• Accuracy: The source provides reliable articles taken from 
refereed journals. The literature available is accurate. Authors 
provide their e-mail address and phone numbers for contact 
them. 
• Format: Site is divided into three parts. First part 
containing information about subject collection, searching tools 
etc. The second part is spotlight-having information about 
different topics with colored photographs of each. Third part is 
'Inside' containing IPL strives toward accessibility. 
• Organization: Information is appropriately arranged and 
organized systematically. All the areas are divided into sub-fields 
having detailed information. 
• Navigation: Navigation of the site is very easy and no 
password is required for navigating the site. 
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• Target Audience: IPL provides library services to Internet 
users and training to information professionals and students to 
work in an increasingly digital environment. It is dedicated to be 
as usable to as many users as possible, including those with 
disabilities. 
• Search Tools: Search icon is provided at the home page 
It supports both simple and advanced search but it only searches 
through titles, abstracts and keywords, it cannot do Boolean or 
phrase searching. 
• Hypertext Links: IPL provides links to more than 40,000 
evaluated information resources on hundreds of topics. All links 
work properly, 
• Curriculum Application: The site can be utilized by the 
teachers and students to enhance the learning process with the 
rich and varied resources available at the IPL including the 
worldwide newspaper collection, special multimedia exhibits, the 
research writing guide, the teen space site and much more. It 
also provides PowerPoint presentations to teachers and students 
on various topics 
• User friendliness: Pop-up menus are appeared to give 
further information. It is a user-friendly site and it makes an easy 
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to use to their collections. 
• Services Available: IPL provides a range of services such 
as subject collection in various subjects, Ready reference 
services including almanacs, calendar, dictionaries etc, kid 
space, teen space, special collection, teaching with the IPL, 
literature and poetry on the Internet. 
• Special features: It provides audio and video tours of the 
IPL for parents, and teachers, kids, teenagers etc. Also provide 
PowerPoint presentations for teachers and students. It has a 
wide range of e-resources as Business, Computer, Education, 
Health Law, Government, and Country etc. 
Interpretation 
Internet Public Library is the creation of University of 
Michigan school of Information and provides high quality internet 
resources in the fields of Arts and Humanities, Business and 
Economics, Computer and Internet Education, Health and 
Medical Science, Law, Government and Political Science, 
Sciences and technology, social Sciences and Entertainment etc. 
It aims to serve the students, Internet users, information, 
scientists and also users with disabilities. Frequent updations, 
accurate literature, simple and advanced searching services 
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enable it to achieve its target. Internet public library is an easy to 
use resource which provides power point presentation for 
teachers and students. 
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Scholarly Internet Resource Collections 
Search for: GO 
Advanced Search | Search Tips 
BIO .Ag & Med Sciences 
• Bus ness & Eccnomics 
Cjllura Divers ty 
• Ejourrials 
• Govemmenllnfo 
• Maps&GiS 
• PhysSo. Engr CS & Matti 
• SocSci & Humanities 
# Visual & Performing Arts 
Other Search Tools • General Reference • INFOMINE Home • About 
INFOMINE • Site Map 
Suggest a Resource • Feedback • Email Alert Service • Join INFOMINE 
iVia Portal Software • Data Fountains 
© 1994- INFOMINE. The Regents of the University of California 
(i^f\ System developed and supported by the Library of the University of pipep 
MSSt California. Riverside. M f - a t 
IMLS and FIPSE 
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• 
4. INFOMINE 
{http.7/infomine.uer.edu) 
Authority: Infomine began in January of 1994 as a project 
of the Library of the University of California, Riverside, it was one 
of the first web resources of any type offered by a library. It is 
librarian built Librarians fronn the University of California, Wake 
Forest University, California state University, the University of 
Detroit Money, and other universities and colleges have 
contributed to building INFOMINE. 
Content: INFOMINE contains substantive databases, 
electronic journals, guide to the Internet for most disciplines, 
textbooks and conference proceedings, directories, virtual 
libraries search engine, reference resources, maps and mapping 
and preprint archives etc in various fields such as Biological, 
Agricultural and Medical Sciences, Business Economics, 
Physical Sciences Engineering Computing and Math and Social 
Sciences, Humanities and Visual and performing arts. 
• Purpose: It aims at providing relevant Internet resources 
quickly and early to the faculty students and staff Also helps in 
examining the relevant of individual records and choosing among 
them immediately prior to accessing them saving considerable 
t ime 
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• Scope: INFOMINE covers a variety of subjects with 
enough details. Most major life, agricultural and medical science 
discipline, botti basic and applied are well covered. Government 
Information Resources and Biological, Agricultural and Medical 
resources contain 1500 and 1700 resources respectively 
INFOMINE contain close to 5,000 records in various subject 
fields. 
• Currency: The site was created in 1994 and was last 
modified in 2004 when its seventh major version 7.2 released on 
July 8'^ 2004 with new blacklisting features for eliminating 
problem sites and improved MARC importer to import traditional 
library catalog. The site is undergoing continual change in the 
pursuit of better service since its creation. 
• Accuracy: All the literature is taken from authentic sources 
and journals fee based authors provide their e-mail and contact 
address to keep touch with them. 
• Format: The site has attractive homepage using soothing 
colors. It has a logo of INFOMINE and takes less time to load. 
Feedback and email alert service is also provided at the home 
page. 
• Organization: Information is properly organized according 
98 
iMnaf^s/s d: S/n/erpra/aho/i 
to the subject areas. It makes available information about nine 
broad subjects and means are available on the site. 
• Navigation: The site caters for the use of a variety of 
browser has three browse options - subjects, keywords and 
other indexes. Subjects include LCSH and LCC and other 
indexes provide author index, title index, resource type and 
what's new information. Navigational icon appear on each page. 
• Target Audience: INFOMINE is a virtual library of Internet 
resources relevant to faculty, student sand research staff at the 
university level. 
• Search Tools: On the homepage a search icon is 
available. Besides, there are few more tools, which are used 
consistently to find resources for infomine and other projects. 
Such as search engines (Google, Altavista, All the web, HotBot, 
Teoma, WiseNut), Metasearch engines (Metacrawler, Vision), 
Subject Index (BUBL, Librarian's Index to the Internet, Open 
Directory, national Science Digital Library, News groups 
(CyberFiker, Google groups), yellow/white pages and Help and 
More tools etc. 
• Hypertext Links: INFOMINE contains over 100,000 links. 
Out of which, 26,000 and librarians created links and 75,000 plus 
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are robot/crawler created links. All the links work properly. 
• Curriculum Application: The site supports to the students 
as well as staff at university level to learn more about different 
subject sources. 
• User friendliness: It is a user-friendly source It provides 
search tips. In Basic INFOMINE Searching, searches retrieves 
term in 
(i) Most INFOMINE assigned fields including title, author, 
subject, keyword and description. 
(ii) 3 or 4 pages of rich text from the website. Inexperienced 
searchers may use Basic search-to-search options, 
which are pre-set so that very inclusive searches occur. 
• Services Available: INFOMINE provides a number of 
services such as general references, feedback. Email alert 
service. Join INFOMINE, iVia Portal Software Data maintains and 
access to the literature on different topics in various subject 
fields. 
• Special features: The site has link to iVia virtual library 
software and Data fountain which is a national, cooperative 
information utility for shared internet resources discovery, full 
text harvest of value to internet portals, virtual libraries and 
library catalogue with portal like capabilities. And also takes into 
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consideration current Researcli and Development projects, 
achieved R&D projects, R&D overview etc. 1994 as Ms. 
Acquisition and changed names in 1995 when it became 
affiliated with ACQNET, the electronic newsletter for acquisition 
librarians. The editor is Paul Orkiszewski (Acquisitions Librarian, 
Appalachian State University) a^6 Associate editors axQ Davtd 
Marshall (Head of acquisition and serials, Georgetown University 
Library) and Scott (Manager, Small systems, university of 
Saskatchewan Libraries) Acqweb is edited and maintained by 
Ana Belle Leiserson (Webmaster, Vanderbilt University law 
School). 
interpretation 
Infomine is developed by the University of California aiming to 
provide relevant Internet resources of a variety of subjects such as 
agricultural and medical sciences, biological science etc. All the 
literature-available on infomine is accurate and reliable and goes on 
continual modification to keep the site well up-to-date, it is a virtual 
library of internet resource which is established for the students, 
faculty, research and staff at the university level. Various general, 
and meta search engines provide better search facility for their 
users. It is a user-friendly source as it provides search tips to help 
their users in effective way. 
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LibrarySpot.com: Encyclopedias, maps, online libraries, quotations, dictionaries & more. Page 1 ot I 
Start^pott Ljbraryfspot] iyv 
• MAIN PAGES • 
UBRARIES 
Libraries Online 
Academi^Libraries 
Rim Libraries 
Gov't Libraries 
K-12 Lib_ra^ rie_s 
Law Libraries 
Medical Libraries 
National Libraries 
Pres. Libraries 
Public Libraries 
State Libraries 
Librarian's Shelf 
REFERENCE DESK 
Acronyms 
Almanacs 
Associations 
Ask an Expert 
Biographies 
Business 
Calculators 
Calendars 
Countries 
Current Events 
Dictionaries 
Directories 
Encyclopedias 
Genealogy 
Government 
Grammar/Style 
Historic Docs. 
How To 
Images 
Legal 
Ma^s 
Medical 
MUSIC 
People 
Public Records 
Quotations 
States 
Statistics 
Thesauri 
Time 
White Pages 
Yellow Pages 
Zip Codes 
READING ROOM 
Books 
Headlines 
Journals 
Literary Cnticism 
New_s_papers 
Newswires 
Magazines 
Poetry 
Support provided by Westlaw Business information and News 
I Reference Desk _J [Library News 
Thursday 
"3 
MUSr SEE SITES 
Infopjease 
Library of Congress 
Refdesk com 
Bntannica 
SHORTCUTS 
Search ful l - text articles 
Search obituaries 
Ask homework guestions 
Find lesson plan ideas 
Find_science pr^oject ideas 
Find chanty sites 
USTS » 
2005 College Rankings 
Best Companies to Work For 
Grammar Lists 
Top 100 Movies 
100 Favorite Children's Books 
100 Best Nonf ic t ion^ggks 
Ultimate Reading List 
See more l ists... 
ON EXHIBIT » 
Silent Harvest 
A visual tnp through America's 
breadbasket 
Empire State Building 
Explore photos and key facts 
National Story Project 
NPR shares real life narratives 
Walk through rno^re exhibits.. 
UBRABIAWS SHELF » 
General Resources j Associations | 
Children's Services | Jobs | Library 
News I Schools and Trainin_g | More. 
RELATED SPOTS 
BookSpot com 
GenealogySpot.com 
GovSpot com 
HeadlineSpot com 
HpmeworkSjDot com 
MuseumSpot com 
StartSpot Network 
TELL A FRIEND | S 
Tax Time 
Get to know Uncle 
Cyber Sam. ^ 
Mik 
^ Media Literac 
Sort through th 
media's spin 
PREVIOUS ARTICLES 
Torino 2006 | Asian Tsunami Disaster | Map it 0 
Find Images Online | Local Government | Goy_en 
Libraries | Evaluate Chanties | Invisible Web | 0 
Encyclopedias | Test Prep | Homework Help | mc 
articles... 
YOU ASKED FOR IT *• 
How m^jch did that house sell for? 
Where can I ftnd guick facts on U S s ta tes ' 
What happened on a particular d a y ' 
What does this phone number spelP 
Where can I searchjJubhc records ' 
Where can I search ful l - text ar t ic les ' 
How do I convert inche_s_tp cent imeters ' 
Where can I volunteer in my commun i t y ' 
Where can I read book rev iews ' 
Find answers to more guest ions.. . 
IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
Libraries for the Future 
Supports library initiatives by mobilizing support 
Center for the Book 
Connects people with stones 
See more projects.. . 
DOYOUKNOW? » 
file://D:\NASRUDDIN\SAMEERA%20(mlisC)\LibrarySpot com%20Encyclopedias,%20.. 5/21/2006 
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5. LIBRARY SPOT 
[www.libraryspot.com] 
• Authority: Library spot is developed by Star Spot Media 
works, Inc. in the Northwestern University/Evanston Research 
Park in Evanston, ill. in 1997 with the support of Westlaw 
Business Information and News. 
Content: The portal provides information about different 
kinds of online libraries such as academic libraries, film libraries, 
government libraries, medical libraries, law libraries etc. on home 
page. Also contains acronyms, almanacs, biographies, current 
events, dictionaries, directories, encyclopedias, historic 
documents, public records, thesauri, zip codes etc. within 
'Reference Desk' reading room section provides information 
about books, headlines, journals, literary criticism, magazines, 
poetry, speeches etc. Besides these, must-see sites, shortens to 
search full text articles, previous articles, librarian's shelf, asking 
questions etc. 
Purpose: The purpose of library spot is to be a useful, 
engaging and invaluable resource for online research for 
educators, students and librarians. It aims at simplifying the 
search for the best library and reference sources on the web. 
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Keyword searching is also available. 
• Target Audience: This is a UQQ virtual library resource 
center for educators and students, librarians and their patrons, 
families, business and just about anyone exploring the web for 
valuable research information. 
• Search Tools; Library Spot has simple search. For 
searching, enter search terms into the box provided and click on 
"submit query". \{ will display the desired results. 
• Hypertext Links: All links are appropriate to other sites 
and do work properly. It has lots of links and also pull down 
menus. 
Curriculum Application: The site is useful for students, 
educators, librarians etc. in learning about various types of 
libraries, almanacs, speeches, articles, encyclopedias, 
dictionaries, maps etc in their research work. 
User friendliness: LibrarySpot.com is a user-friendly spot. 
It is an easy to use tool for exploring the web but help 
information is not available. 
Services Available: Library spot provides services to 
bookmark the site, information about online resources like 
journals, encyclopedia, dictionaries, current events best 
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newspapers, newswires, related spot such as BookSpot, 
Genealogy Spot, MuseumSpot etc. 
• Special Features: LibrarySpot.com is the first in a family 
of vertical information portals designed to make findings the best 
topical information on the Internet. To date, it has received more 
than 30 awards and honors. It is one of the top 100 websites. 
Interpretation 
Library spot is a user friendly library portal which mainly 
provides information about different kinds of libraries, references 
resources, previous articles, library job, library associations, 
library conferences publications, library software etc. to help their 
research work. Literature available is taken from authentic 
resources and refereed journals. Frequent modification helped to 
keep their users up-to-date. Properly organized information, easy 
navigation, simple search fac((ity and lots of hypertext links make 
the site more popular, which is evident from the awards and 
honors received by library spot. 
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6. The Library of Congress Librarians, Archivists 
(http://www.loc.gov/library/) 
• Authority: the Library of Congress (USA), the largest 
library of the world, develops the portal Library of Congress 
Librarian, Archivists. 
• Content: The Library of Congress- Librarians, Archivist 
provides links to resources for kids, building digital collection,CIP 
(cataloguing in publication), collection development, digital 
reference, EAD (Finding aids), integrated library system, inter 
library loan, MARC 21 Standards, LC classification online,library 
catalog, photo duplication, preservation, professional visits, 
public service, references, publications, products, reading 
literacy programs, reports, thesauri, training, Web casts for 
librarians. 
Purpose: The Library of Congress is the nation's oldest 
federal cultural institutions and serves as the research arm of 
congress. Its mission is to make its resources available and 
useful to the congress and the American people and to sustain 
and preserve a universe collection of knowledge and creativity 
for future generations. 
Scope: The Subject scope of Library of congress 
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Librarians, Archivists is limited to library and information science. 
The subject coverage is extensive and deals with a lot of related 
areas such as acquisitions, cataloguing, classification, archival 
description, copyright issues etc. 
• Currency: No information about the updating of the portal 
is available. 
Accuracy. The portal is developed by Library of Congress. 
It provides reliable and accurate information from authentic 
sources. 
• Format: The site is good to look. The home page of the 
portal is' divided into tv\/o sections First part is spotlight on 
Librarians which contains information recording added to 
National Recording Registry, Web cast, Mint- condition test 
pressing acquired, best practices ior sound preservation etc. And 
the second part contains most requested services and resources 
etc. 
• Organization: The Information on the portal has been 
divided into five parts a) Resources for kids, families. Librarian, 
Publishers etc. b) Library Resources c) Spotlight on Librarian d) 
Most requested e) Services such as Inter library loan, 
cataloguing, classification etc. 
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• Navigation: Navigation is done witlnout any password. It is 
simple and one can navigate by just a click of menus and 
submenus. 
• Target Audience: Tiie portal tends to provide tools and 
resources to the librarian, archivists and information 
professionals all over the world. 
• Search Tools: The portal contains simple search facility 
and also pull down menus to search on a particular page. 
• Hypertext Links: The site contains a lot of hypertext links 
connected to the various resources of collection. All the links 
functions properly. 
• Curriculum Application: The portal helps to librarians as 
well as students and teachers to link to various services such as 
inter library loan, training, internships, publications etc. and 
resources such as theses, library catalogues reports, standards, 
speeches, collection development etc. It has a special section of 
Resources for teachers and researchers. 
User friendliness: It is a user-friendly portal and easy to 
use for exploring the web but help menu is not provided. 
Services Available: The portal provides services like 
interlibrary loan, professional visits, publications, products, 
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services for federal libraries, reading, literary programmes, 
thesauri, and training to library professionals. 
• Special features: The portal is a tool and resource for 
information professionals, librarians and archivists. It provides 
access on most requested services and sources such as 
Cataloging Distribution Service (CDS), CIP (Cataloguing in 
Publication), Digital Reference, ?\n(^\n^ Aids, MARC 21 
standards etc. The portal makes aware of latest techniques of 
Library and Information Science through its spotlight on 
Librarian's section and has separate resources for kids, families, 
librarians, publishers, researcher and teachers etc. 
Interpretation 
The portal is a product of the Library of congress, the 
largest library of the v\/orld, w/hich developed it for American 
people, librarian, archivists and information professionals. The 
site provides greater information in the fields of acquisition, 
archival description, cataloguing, classification, online library 
catalogue etc. The subject coverage is extensive and associated 
with lots of library related areas. It provides access on most 
requested services and sources such as digital reference, finding 
aids, MARC 21 standards etc. It is a user-friendly portal, v^hich is 
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easy to search and navigate, and gives information taken from 
reliable sources but no information about the currency of the 
resources is provided. 
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/ ' The Researching Librarian 
Web resources helpful for librarians doing 
research 
Newly added: OpenDQAR: Directory of Open Access 
Repositories; 2005 International World Wide 
Web Conference proceedings; 2005 Museums 
and the Web conference proceedings; WILD 
2005 proceedings . P^ 
From the field: Global Electronic Collection Trends in 
^ T R L site search 
powered by FreeFind 
(archive) Academic Libraries: 2004; Virtual Library 
Model: A Report to Carnegie Corporation of 
New York 
Noteworthy: The State of the Large Publisher Bundle: 
(archive) Findings from an ARL Member Survey: The 
Changing Nature of the Catalog and its 
Integration with Other Discovery Tools; 
Thomas Mann's Review: 
• home I databases I funding | journals | 
• statistics | tools | awareness | proceedings || 
• site index 
About this site 
"If you expect your junior librarian to publish, set an example." 
Ann Brartton, editor of Mississiooi Libraries 
Research and Publishing Basics seminar 
Mississippi State University Libraries 
June 16, 2000 
This site was created for librarians—new or experienced—who find themselves 
needing to perform research for purposes of publication, promotion, tenure, or 
other reasons. I hope that it also might be useful for other audiences and needs. 
Intended as a supplement to the print and electronic resources available in library 
collections, this site gathers links to selected web resources useful for research: 
freely searchable citation and full-text databases, funding information, relevant 
journals, statistics and statistical methods, useful research tools, current 
awareness sources, and conference papers and proceedings. 
Your comments and suggestions are requested. Send them to Beth Ashmore at 
bashmore@resea rchinglibrarian.com. 
• home I databases | funding | journals | statistics | tools | awareness | 
• proceedings || site ind_ex 
This page maintained by Beth Ashmore. Please submit editorial info 
resource suggestions and comments to citations 
bashmore@researchinglibrarian.com. awards 
Published 06/15/2000 - Last Modified 5/18/2006 
URL: http://www.researchinglibrarian.com/ 
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7. The researching Librarian 
[http://www.researchinglibrarian.com] 
• Authority: The portal was created by Kerry Smith in the 
year of 200 and is maintained by the editor Beth Ashmore and 
contributing editors Sara Morris and Amy Murphy. 
• Content: This site gathers links to selected full text 
databases, funding information, relevant online journals and 
periodicals, various statistical methods, current awareness 
sources, tools and conference proceedings etc. 
• Purpose: The site aims to provide web resources helpful 
for librarians who are doing research for purpose of publication, 
promotion or other reasons. It gathers links to selected web 
resources useful for research, freely searchable citation and full 
text databases, funding information, relevant journals, 
conference papers and proceedings etc. 
• Scope: The portal is developed for those librarians who 
are doing research. The subject coverage is comprehensive and 
limited to library and information science. 
• Currency: The site was created in the year of 2000. Smce 
then regular updations done frequently at regular intervals. 
• Accuracy: The information provided is taken from 
III 
CTlnafusis & S^nlerpreialion 
authentic sources such as Journal of American Association of 
Law libraries publications, Ariadne, BUBL Journals: Library and 
Information Science, Bulleting of Medical Library Association, 
Digital Information in the Information Research Field, Electronic 
Journals in Librarianship and Information Science etc. 
• Format: The portal is interesting to look. Information is 
available in three main headings. Newly added. From the field 
and Noteworthy. All have various hyper linked resources. 
Besides these, some links are also helpful in providing 
information such as databases, funding, journals, statistics, 
tools, awareness proceedings, citation etc. 
• Organization: Information is organized very well in various 
sub sections of the main contents. It has seven main menus such 
as database, funding, journals, statistics, tools, awareness, 
proceedings etc. 
• Navigation: Navigation is very easy in researching 
librarian because navigational icons are organized systematically 
and no password is required for the search. 
• Target Audience: The portal is created for librarians - new 
or experienced who find themselves needing to perform research 
for purposes of publications, promotion or other reasons. It also 
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might be helpful for other audiences and needs. 
• Search Tools: The site has simple search facility as well 
as advanced search using Boolean logic and phrase searching. 
Index and sitemap is also provided for searching by just a click. 
• Hypertext Links: Researching librarian is comprised of 
links databases, funding, journals, statistics, tools awareness, 
proceedings, awards and citations. All these are properly working 
to serve the said purpose. 
• Curriculum Application: It is supporting curriculum 
applications by providing awareness sources, conference papers, 
journals, database and funding 'm\o'(mdi'(\or\, which might be 
useful for students and faculty members. 
User friendliness: The site is very easy to handling. It is a 
user-friendly resource because no special command is required. 
• Services Available: It provided access to Directory of Open 
Access Repositories, 2005 International World Wide Web 
conference proceedings, 2005 Museums and web conference and 
WILU 2005 Museums and Web conference and WILU 2005 
proceedings. Also provides Global Electronic collection trends in 
academic libraries; 2004, virtual library (archive) model, awareness 
resources, journals, funding information, databases etc. 
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• Special features: Researching librarian has received 
awards and recognition from Scount Report . Selection, D-Lib 
Magazine (Oct-2000), BUBL, Library HQ.com, Library Juice (July 
5, 2000), Digital Librarian, Academic Information etc. It is very 
much helpful in providing web resources to the librarians doing 
research. Also provides finding information, statistical methods, 
useful tools etc. 
interpretation 
Researching librarian is a library portal which provides tools 
and web resources helpful for librarians who are doing research 
\o^ the propose o\ publication promotion, tenure or other reasons. 
It aims to provide access to citations and full text database, 
bibliographical databases, online journals, funding information etc. 
Information provided in Researching librarian has been taken from 
authentic journals and sources. Easy navigation of the site and 
systematic organization of information help to attain the goal of 
the site to an extent. Simple and Advanced searching facility 
make better the resource to be used. Current awareness 
resources and conference papers are helpful for the students. 
114 
bool 
S L I P 
imamf^'W* 
The Canadian connection to School Library dcKuments 
Professional Oeve Research rMfement 
Welcome to Canada's gateway portal to documents for school libranes onginating in Canada and not widely available in 
published fornn is a directory to links in provincial and territorial schools boards and distncts as well as national school library 
organizations The initial listings are meant as a beginning and not as an exhaustive collection These exemplary documents are for 
those working in school libranes across Canada as well as those decision-makers at all levels who are looking for guidance in the 
creation of excellent school library programs and senrices for all our children -^oui ^ ip j ^eletl LH riti^ iM 
F How To Uis This Dirsctoiy 
To go directly to an annotated link, enter the name of the Board, person. Library or 
document in the search box at the top of this page Othen*ise go the the individual 
category pages and use the keys beside the entnes to guide you in making a choice Use 
the menu options in the red banner to 
• Submit a site for consideration in the directory 
• (New Sites) check out new links as they are added - usually twice yearly 
• (Most Popular) see the links used most often 
We must all make the effort to 
ensure that our schools have the 
resources to provide the print and 
electronic sources, the technology, 
and the professional library staff to give 
all of our children the skills and the 
tools they need to navigate their way 
in this knowledge society " 
Roch Carrier National Ubrariairi oi 
Catsgorlet Indudt: 
^ (Ivocacy 
Canadian school libranes. teacher-libranans and parents have begun to 
engage in organized, collective demands for on-going support for 
programs and resources rn schools 
Manaqemeril 
Here are links to the "nuts and bolls" of managing a school library 
whether budgeting, automating, reporting or managing the personnel 
Many of the systems, companies, and seraces are international, some 
links will be made to locations outside of Canada 
I Professional Developmeiil 
I Here are links to exemplary programs for school library personnel to 
J obtain professional upgrades and information about Associations 
I Conferences and grants 
'ortal 
What's New-Winter 2006 
esearcli 
These links provide easy access to research documents in the fields of 
roles played by teacher-libranans and administrators, as well as research 
in student achievement and literacy which support school library 
programs Funding options for research are listed under Grants 
Successful programs for school library staff to use in planning for 
information skills and literacy can be modified for any locale in Canada 
Standards & Policies 
Found here is a collection of links to current policies on a vanety of 
practices, for School Distnct and Board personnel as v*ell as for staff in 
the school library to use in creating their ovm policies Standards of 
sennce for libranes in Canada and the Provinces are included 
7hmk You Cani? Yes. You Cani 
The Ontano School Library 
Association's Teacher-Ubrarian s 
Toolkit for Endence-Based Practice 
IS I 
Ontano Library Association 
Superconfererti f - Toronto, Februafy 
1-4.2006 
Canadian Library Association 
- Ottawa. June 14-17. 
2006 Hear the Lewis father Stephen 
& son An present to all membersi 
School Libranes in Canada the 
joumal of the Canadian Association 
of School bbranes is >.^  ^ 
'School libranans* may be the 
prefen'ed term in some junsdictione 
for 'teacher-libranans' Please 
substitute as necessary 
School Libratv Day. Oct 2S,2(D6 
International 
school library 
resources can be found at the 
International Association ot School 
L'br9> ^r" 
Your suggestions for documents and 
other comments can be sent to 
slipf^cla ca 
Contact the webmaster lor technical 
halp 
^Anafusi^ £ S/n/erpre/a/tori 
8. School Library Information Portal 
[http://cla.ca/slip] 
• Authority: Ian Brown of 14 Web Solutions designed School 
library information portal. Canadian Library Association, National 
Library of Canada, the Canadian School Library Association and 
the Association support it for Teacher Librarianship in Canada. 
• Content: The site contains information related to school 
libraries arranged in different categories such as Advocacy, 
Management, professional Development, Research, School 
Library programs. Standards and Policies etc. All these 
categories have collection of links having current information. 
Purpose: Slip was created to connect all online resources 
with an interest in Canadian School libraries to exemplary 
practices in Canadian school libraries. This portal is meant for 
school librarian those working across Canada as well as decision 
makers at all levels who are looking for guidance in the creation 
of excellent school library programs and services. 
Scope: The portal links to document for school libraries 
originating in Canada and also links to provincial and territorial 
schools, boards and district as well as national school library 
organization. 
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• Currency: The site provides current information by 
modifying its different pages time to time. Pages are updated 
frequently on different times. Selected links will be reviewed 
regularly for (ink changes and relevancy. 
• Accuracy: The site is designed by Ian Brown who has 
several years of experience in website design and an /n-depth 
knowledge of the unique needs of the small business The 
categories for documents to be featured were chosen by steering 
committee. 
Format: The homepage of the portal has been divided into 
two parts, part one contains links to resources on various 
categories and another part provides latest news related to 
school libraries in Canada. 
Organisation: Information is well organized on the basis of 
different topics covered under different categories such as 
Advocacy, standards and Policies, school library program, 
professional development, research and management etc. 
Navigation : Navigation is easy because navigational icons 
are available to navigate from one page to another. 
• Target Audience: It is intended for those working in school 
libraries across Canada as well as those decision makers at all 
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levels who are looking for guidance in the creation o\ excellent 
school library programs and services for all our children. 
• Search Tools: The searching is only available for 
Canadian school library documents. Searching is simple and no 
searching facility through search engine is provided. 
• Hypertext Links: It has links related to the categories 
provided here. Not too much hyper links are available only ten 
links are available. 
• Curriculum Application: It is not supporting to curriculum 
areas but provides some links to research document on school 
library program. 
• User friendliness: It is a user-friendly source because it 
responses quickly within no time. 
Services available: The portal provides services on 
accessing what's new, research document, associations, 
^orXhcoraing seminar and conferences, grants etc. 
Special \Q^iures\ This is a school library information portal 
for Canadian school libraries. The selection criteria have been 
established with the approval of steering committee. It also 
provides 'miQ(ma\:^Q<\ about how to use the resources. 
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Interpretation 
Slip is a school library information portal, which was 
created from connecting all online resources and documents for 
school libraries originating in Canada. The selection criterion for 
documents has been established with the approval of steering 
committee. It links to nine categories in advocacy, management, 
professional development, research, school library programmes, 
standards and policies modified time to time to maintain 
re\Q^^no^. Homepage of Slip provides latest news related to 
school libraries in Canada. The site is intended for workers of 
school libraries across who are looking for guidance \v\ the 
creation of excellent school library programme simple search 
facility. 
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CHAPTER-5 
FINDINGS AND SUGGESTIONS 
The chapter deals with findings, suggestions and 
recommendations for the further study. 
Findings: 
1. It is evident from the study that out of 11 library portals 
under the study 8 are developed by universities whereas 
Internet Library of Librarians and Researching Librarian 
are developed by institutions and Infolibrarian is 
developed by a group of library professior^als. 
2. The main sources available on library portals are 
reference sources, e-sources, e-databases, lis jobs, 
conference proceedings, newsletters, library 
associations etc. But Vidyanidhi digital library and e-
schoiarship portal provides access to e-theses and 
scholarships etc. 
3. The main purpose of the majority of library portals is to 
serve, teach, build, share and promote its organizational 
objectives. Researching librarian aims to provide web 
resources for those librarians who are doing research, 
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Vidyanidhi aims to build a national repository of e-theses 
and to develop Indian theses database. 
4. It is evident from the study that majority of portals are 
concerned with library and information science whereas 
Vidyanidhi is a national repository for theses submitted 
in all the subjects. 
5. it is clear from the study that Library of Congress 
Librarians and Archivists, Lisgateway, and Vidyanidhi do 
not provide any updating information regarding their 
contents. 
6. It is found that most of the literature available on portals, 
is accurate and published from refereed journals and 
authentic sources. 
7. The study reveals that all the portals take very less 
response time to open and encourage feedbacks from 
the users. 
8. There is no uniformity in organization of contents among 
portals. Majority of the library portals have arranged 
information systematically with submenus. 
9. The study depicts that no library portal needs any 
password for navigation. 
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10. Library portals are intended to serve information 
scientists, library professionals, educators, students etc. 
11. Study shows that most of the library portals support 
both simple and advanced search facilities while Library 
of Congress- Librarians, Arcliivists, Library spot, 
Infolibrarian and School Library Information Portal 
provide simple search facilities. 
12. Most of the portals contain a lot of links and all links 
work properly. 
13. Internet Public Library (IPL) and Infolibrarian provide 
power point presentations to teachers and students to 
update their knowledge on various topics. 
14. All the library portals are user friendly. 
15. Study shows that different library portals provide 
different services to their users. Vidyanidhi provides 
access to e-theses submitted in all the subjects in India, 
Library of Congress portal provides access to resources 
for librarians, publishers, kids etc. 
TENABILITY OF HYPOTHESES 
Tenability of hypothesis can be checked in the light of the 
above findings. 
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HYPOTHESlS-1 
Most of the library portals provide quality information 
to library professionals. 
It is evident from the analysis that all the library portals 
under the study either provide or linl<: to information resources 
from authentic sources and refereed journals. 
So this hypothesis is proved to be true. 
HYPOTHESIS-2 
A large number of library portals are user friendly. 
It is clear from the study that the entire library portals need 
no password and special commands for searching and also invite 
suggestions from the users. 
Therefore, this hypothesis is also proved to be true. 
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HYPOTHESIS-3 
Available library portals provide better search facilities 
to its users. 
Only four library portals are providing simple search facility, rest 
all having the facility of advance search. 
So the hypothesis proved as null hypothesis. 
HYPOTHESIS-4 
All the library portals are updating their contents 
frequently. 
According to the result of the study, about 27.27% library 
portals are not updating their contents frequently. 
So this hypothesis is proved as null hypothesis. 
SUGGESTIONS 
1. All the portals should provide relevant information 
according to the needs of users. 
2. All the portals should support both simple as well as 
advanced searching facility 
3. Portals should have wide coverage including all the 
related areas. 
4. It should have regular evidences of the modifications 
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and updations of the contents provided. 
5. All the portals should provide proper feedback systems 
to know about proper functioning of the portals. 
6. All portals should be more users friendly to make 
maximum use of their collections. 
7. More publicity should be given among library 
professionals about available library portals, as it will 
help to the teachers and the students to enhance their 
learning processes with the varied resources. 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY 
1. An ideal portal can be designed in the light of present 
evaluation study. 
2. The study can be extended to the evaluation of more 
major library portals. 
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Appendix 
LIST OF MAJOR LIBRARY PORTALS 
1. About.com - Librarian and Library Science 
littp://www.librarians.about.com 
2. Acqweb 
http://acqweb.library.vanderbilt.edu/ 
3. Cyber Librarians Rest Stop 
http://www.anQelfire.com/in/virtuallibrarian/ 
4. Digital Librarian 
http://www.digital-librarian.com 
5. Dialog InfoPro 
http://www.dialoa.com/infopro 
6. Infolibrarian 
http://www, infolibrarian.com 
7. Infomine 
http://infomine.ucr.edu 
8. Internet library for librarians 
http://itcompanv.com/inforetriever 
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9. Internet public library service for librarians 
http://www.ipl.ora/svcs 
10. Library of Congress- Librarians, Archivist 
http://www.loc.aov/librarv/ 
11. Librarian Resources 
http://www.coalliance.Qra/libsearch.html 
12. Librarian Land 
Sunsite.berkelev.edu./librarvland 
13. Librarian Resource List 
http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/dpi/clltcl/pld/lib-res.html 
14. Library Resources on the Internet 
http://www.librarv.nwu.edu/resources/library 
15. Library and Information Science Gateway 
http://www.lisgatewav.com 
16. Library HQ 
http://www.librarvhq.com 
17. Library Law 
http://www.librarvlaw.com 
18. Library Spot 
http://www.librarvspot.com 
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19. Librarian's Index to the Internet: topics page 
http://lii.Qra.search/file/librarians 
20. Library Link 
http.7/ernesto.emeraldinsight.com/vl=1743238/c1=nW=1/rpsv/li 
brarylink/ 
21. Librarian Net 
http://www.librarian.net 
22. LibDex 
http://www.libdex.com 
23. Library - Oriented List and Electronic Serials 
http://liblists.wrlc.ora/ 
24. Lisjobs 
http://lisjobs.com 
25. LLRX 
http://llrx.com 
26. LM-NET on the web 
http://www.eduref.ora/lm-net/ 
27. Media Literacy Clearing House 
http://medialit.med.sc.edu/ 
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28. Professional Resources for Librarians on the 
WWW nibrarv.sc.su.cstateu.edu/libbib.html) 
29. Researching Librarian 
httD://www.researchinglibrarian.conn 
30. SUNLINK Weed of Month Club 
httD://www. sunlink.ucf.edu/weed/ 
31. School Library Information Portal 
httD://cla.ca/slip/ 
32. School Libraries Net 
httD://www.school-libraries, net 
33. School Libraries on the Web 
http://www.sldirectorv.com/ 
34. Strongest Links: The Website for School 
Librarians 
http://www.stonaest-links.org.uk/ 
35. Vidyanidhi- Digital Library and E-Scholarship 
Portals 
http://www.vidvanidhi.ora.in 
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